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PA Dear Readers 


This issue of DPN, along with the one underway for the 
fall, focuses on stories within our dulcimer community. I 
remember years ago talking with Bill Taylor about his plans 
to enter the teaching profession. I remember chatting with 
Dave Neiman about his wonderful adventures playing music 
in Japan. And, while formatting Butch Ross’ article about the 
Nonsuch Gathering I was drawn back to my days at Nonsuch 
in 2001. 

Jeanean Martin’s article about Jutta and Carmen (Saiten- 
hupfer) reminded me to email Eva, a former exchange stu- 
dent from Germany at Clarke County High School in 
Berryville, Virginia, my home community. During her visit it 
was suggested that we meet. Seems she had brought a hack- 
brett with her and I was the one who might know something 
about it. We spent an afternoon at my house with my ham- 
mered dulcimer (her first chance to play one) and her hack- 
brett, which she demonstrated beautifully. Our backgrounds 
and ages are so different, but we were instant friends because 
the music brought us together. 

Don’t miss the story about the floating dulcimer in this 
issue. I was in Pensacola in February and saw many results of 
hurricane Ivan’s terrible visit. The network is in action. Per- 
haps the owner will be found—and the instrument 
repairable. 

In March a young fiddler friend of mine mentioned being 
in Ireland recently. He saw a woman playing hammered dul- 
cimer in the street and spoke with her. He mentioned me and 
the woman exclaimed, “Hey, tell Maddie that Gloria Hays 
says hello!” I know Gloria from my visits to Wisconsin and 
haven’t seen her in years. But the connections remain. 

In this issue of DPN you'll see listings for festivals in 
Munich, Beijing, Jekyll Island, West Dover, Dana Point, 
Highlands Ranch, Palestine, Dewey, New Harmony—and 


Closing dates for the 
November-December 2005 DPN 
(To be mailed to subscribers in 
mid-October) 


Information for News & Notes, 
Letters, Music Exchange, etc: 
August 5th 


Unclassified Ads: August Sth 
Display Ads: August 5th (space 
reservation), August15th 
(camera-ready copy) 


Ad Prices 

Unclassified Ads: 

45¢ per word. 4 issues paid in 
advance without copy changes: 
20% discount. 


Display Ads: aa) ee 
1/12 page $35 1/6 page $70 _ 
1/4 page $105 1/3 page $140 — 
1/2 page $200 Full page $400 
Inside back cover $450 

Outside back cover (% page) 
$290 7 

Contact us concerning multiple inser- 
tion discounts. Advertisers: Please be 
sure to mention which kind of dul- 
cimer is featured on recordings. 


For inquiries concerning interviews and 
articles, contact us for details and a 
style sheet. Unsolicited manuscripts are 
welcome. For returns of manuscripts, 
photos, or artwork, please enclose a 
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many other places known and unknown to you. Yes, I know 
that community exists among corporate executives and archi- 
tects and graphic designers. Yes, I know that common inter- 
ests pull us together. Still, it delights me to tell someone in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands that the next time I see a 
mutual friend in Amsterdam, New York I'll pass along his 


NETWORKING 


greetings! 


Dulcimerily, 


cs 


stamped envelope; otherwise DPN is 
not responsible for their eventual fate. 
The DPN reserves the right to edit all 
manuscripts for length and clarity. The 
opinions expressed therein are not nec- 
essarily those of the Dulcimer Players 
News. 


Technical Dulcimer Questions 
Sam Rizzetta 

Rizzetta Music 

PO Box 530 

Inwood, WV 25428 


Recordings and Books for Review 
Neal Walters 

12228 Hollowell Church Road 
Greencastle, PA 17225 
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Dulcimer Players News 
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Winchester, VA 22604 


UPS address: 
202 N. Washington Street 
Winchester VA 22601 
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Mountain Dulcimer 
Books 
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“The Promised Land” 
“Fiddlin’ Around” 
“Tunes and Ballads” 
“Hymns & Gospel Songs 
“Christmas Carols” 
“Gospel Duets or Solos” 
$15.00 each + s&h 
1 book—$3 s&h 
2 books — MH s&h 


3 or 4 books — $5 s&h 
5 or more books — No Charge 


DAD Tuning 
Intermediate Level 
Includes melody line, tab, chords 
and words. Song lists available upon 
request or on website. 
Helen Johnson 
P.O. Box 3395 
Lake Jackson. TX 77566 
Telephone: 979-297-7015 
P > Email: Helen@HelenJohnson.biz dg 
www.HelenJohnson.biz 
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BB Hammers 


MAIDEN CREEK 


@ for that old-time music ® 
OVER 230 TAPE & CD titles 


-at 25% off, no S&H 


SONG COLLECTIONS $7 
CELTIC SONGS & AIRS #1 
COWBOYS & VAQUEROS 
FIDDLE & BANJO #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #2 
SONGS OF FAITH 


CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS 
CHRISTMAS WONDER 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 

BEGINNERS ist SONGBOOK 
BEGINNERS OLDTIME FAVORITES 
--coming-- 

WALTZES AND PRANCES 
BLUE AND GRAY 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 
4122 Melrose Dr. Wooster,OH 44691 
330/345-7825 
jphockett@sssnet.com 


Bob and Betty Kiogima 
1079 Tinker Lane 
Proctorville, OH 45669 


740/886-2284 


Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 7%” or 8%” long with 
Rosewood trim handles. 


We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. * BKiog@aol.com 


Timothy Seaman fine acoustic music for Virginia 


..-.compelling self-styled hammered dulcimer, flute and guitar 
celebrating the trees, wildlife, parks & heritage of the region! 


CDs: Virginia Wildlife (animals --- Game & Inland 


Fisheries) ...Sycamore Rapids (trees) ... Here on This 
Ridge (Shenandoah National Park) ... Celebration of 
F Centuries (Williamsburg’s 300") ...Common Wealth 
j (State Parks compilation) ... Quiet in the Meadow (airs 


& waltzes) ... Wayfaring Stranger 


757/565-1461 


www.timothyseaman.com 


Dear DPN: 


I’m so thrilled by your new feature 
for young people in DPN and want to 
tell you a story. I first met Johnny Ray 
at one of the Dallas/Irving, Texas festi- 
vals several years ago. My husband and 
I stayed at the motel reserved by the 
festival and one morning I got up early 
to get coffee. Right there in the motel 
snack bar was a young (10+ age) boy 
playing beautifully on a mountain dul- 
cimer. I asked where he had learned 
and his father replied, “From the other 
man sitting at this table.” It turned out 
that the other man was Johnny Ray, the 
boy’s school music teacher from Tyler, 
Texas. We had a good conversation 
about his continuing plans for teaching 
mountain dulcimer in schools. You can 
imagine my delight to see your article 
about Johnny Ray in DPN, Vol. 30, #3. 

Hurrah for folk instruments! I was a 
college “piano person,” but never had 
so much fun and satisfaction as I have 
had with these stringed folk instru- 
ments. Thanks to all of you patient 
teachers and inspiring performers. May 
you never forget the pleasure the body 
and soul feel from playing and hearing 
these instruments. 

Barb Learned 

Lawrence, Kansas 


Dear DPN: 

I want to thank you for the MIDI- 
Melodies now available on the Dulcimer 
Players News website. 1 can follow the 
written music if I know the tune. The 
MIDI-Melodies really help! 

Marie Stevenson 

Naples, Florida 


[Ed. Note: And this gives us the 
opportunity to thank Ruth Randle for 
her musical generosity and expertise in 
creating the MIDI-Melodies for our 
website.] 
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News 
& Notes 


The 25th Spring Dulcimer Festival held in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts at The Cambridge Center for Adult Educa- 
tion’s Blacksmith House on April 29-May Ist was a celebra- 
tion in more ways than one. Lorraine Hammond, a long-time 
dulcimer performer and teacher, envisioned the festival in 
1981 and has been responsible for its continued success. The 
25th festival opened with an instructors’ concert on Friday 
evening and continued on Saturday with workshops on ham- 
mered and mountain dulcimers, guitar, autoharp and singing. 
Lorraine and her husband, Bennett Hammond, opened the 
Saturday night concert, co-sponsored by the Boston Folk 
Music Society, and were followed by dulcimer legend, Jean 
Ritchie. Jean held the audience in the palm of her hand as 
she told stories and sang old ballads handed down through 
her family. She graciously received a three-minute standing 
ovation. This photograph of Lorraine and Jean was taken by 
Jean’s husband, George Pickow. 

Penny Cartier 


2005 is also the 25th Anniversary of the founding of the 
Brandywine Dulcimer Fellowship. In 1980 a small group of 
strummers, including Louis Mandich and Kevin Roth, gath- 
ered together to strum and pick a few tunes. The rest is histo- 
ry. Congratulations, BDF! Contact them at Brandywine 
Dulcimer Fellowship, B. Scott, 726 Loveville Rd. #93, 
Hockessin, DE 19707-1524, bbscott@magpage.com. 

Along with our congratulations, we’re lifting some infor- 
mation from BDF’s April 2005 newsletter. Dave Murray, 
while searching for a call response program, found EarMas- 
ter Pro, a computer program for ear training. Its tutor mode 
gently takes one through a series of progressive exercises that 
help develop the ability to hear music. You can find it at www 
.earmaster.com/ where you can download a 21-day free trial. 
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A portrait of Jean Thomas, a ballad collector who pre- 
served Appalachian music and traditions, was unveiled in the 
Kentucky State Capitol in March, 2005 in conjunction with 
Women’s History Month. Thomas, known as the “traipsin’ 
woman,” became interested in recording music and photo- 
graphing musicians of her native Eastern Kentucky when she 
traveled as a court reporter from county to county in the 
early 1900's. Her portrait is in the gallery, Kentucky Women 
Remembered. Thomas wrote eight books about Kentucky 
music and traditions, including Ballad Makin’ in the Hills of 
Kentucky, Devil’s Ditties and The Sun Shines Bright. She also 
founded a folk festival held in Ashland, Kentucky from 1932 
to 1972. She died in 1982 at the age of 101. 

Ruby Layson 

Frankfort, Kentucky 


A Papal Dulcimer Remembrance 

Pope John Paul II visited Columbia, South Carolina on 
September 11, 1987. He spoke to the congregation at St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church and then proceeded on to the his- 
toric Horseshoe located on the campus of the University of 
South Carolina. After addressing the crowd, he was present- 
ed with a mountain dulcimer by Dr. James Holderman, then 
President of USC. The dulcimer was made by Bill Young of 
Taylors, South Carolina. As told to me by the archivist at 
USC, Dr. Holderman’s wife wanted to give the Pope a gift of 
southern culture. After learning that he played guitar, she 
and her staff decided to give him a dulcimer. In watching the 
recorded event on South Carolina Educational Television, 
the Pope is shown receiving the dulcimer and exclaiming to 
Dr. Holderman that he would try to learn to play it. Whether 
he learned to play the dulcimer or not is part of the Papal 
mystery. [Editors note: Pope John Paul II, holding the Young 
dulcimer, graced the cover of the Winter 1988 Dulcimer 
Players News. | 

Clara Gillentine 


Live 365 is an online community of thousands from 
around the world who love radio and want to have their 
“own” station. Members of Sweetwater (Cindy Funk, Shelly 
Stevens and Shari Wolf) decided it was time for a dulcimer 
radio station. They did it, and the result is Sweetwater Folk. 
The playlist changes every two weeks and each program is 
full of music and song from well-known dulcimer performers 
as well as club recordings and self-produced recordings from 
anyone who uses the mountain or hammered dulcimer in 
their music. The address is: live365.com/stations/sweetwater 
folk. Send music submissions to Sweetwater Folk, Attn: 
Cindy, 1315 Beverly Ave., Springfield, OH 45504-1913. 


Dulcimer 
Clubs 


NEW CLUBS 


Florida 

Southwest Florida Dulcimer Club 
Vicki Maggard 

Ft. Myers Area 
239-652-4214 
Vicdonmagg@aol.com 
Tuesday evenings, MD 


AT LAST...... 
A dulcimer playing stan 


that’s lightweight, compact ; 
and will easily travel with | 
you and your dulcimer! 


$129.95 


The aluminum telescoping legs are 
professional grade with an adjustment 
range of 24” - 37”. The legs easily 
store on the underside of the play table 
and are secured by heavy duty elastic 
strapping. The table top has rubber 
“bumpers” to elevate your instrument 
from its surface which eliminates 
slippage and creates additional volume. 


Folkcra 


www.folkcraft.com 


800-433-3655 


Neal Walters 


But Timely CD in 1993 and, with 

the pleading and encouragement 

of her students, has now released 
a companion book detailing the ham- 
mered dulcimer arrangements of the 
twelve tunes on the original album. The 
original CD is still available and it fea- 
tures all the tunes in the book with 
additional accompaniment from guitar, 
bass, autoharp, spoons, pennywhistle 
and bass. While the CD is not essential 
to learning the tunes, hearing Jane’s 
arrangements will no doubt make it 
easier to master her embellishments, 
which are the heart and soul of her 
style. Each tune is presented in several 
variations, leading the student from the 
simple to the more complex and on to 
the advanced and increasingly difficult 
versions. There’s also a section called 
“how'd you do that” which describes 
how to do some of the more popular 
embellishments. This is an excellent 
resource for beginners and intermedi- 
ate players alike. The tunes are all sta- 
ples of the jam scene and include Rosin 
the Beau, The Shepherd’s Wife Waltz, 
Swinging on a Gate, Simple Gifts and 
Off to California. 


| ane Chevalier released her Old 


€ am Rizzetta’s first tune book 
(reviewed in the Winter 2004 

J DPN) included music from 2002 
and earlier. Hooray contains new 
tunes written since then plus duet and 
trio arrangements especially suitable 
for hammered dulcimers. It includes 
Birthday Hooray which Sam wrote so 
“we ‘folkies’ could have a birthday song 
to perform without owing royalties.” 
Sam’s tunes have a knack of capturing a 
situation, a mood, or a special occasion. 
The tunes are mostly originals with a 
couple of old standards. In addition to 
Birthday Hooray, the tunes include 
Betsy’s Waltz, Christ Child Lullaby, The 
Dancing Canoe, Ding Dong Merrily On 
High (Trio), Fire in the Cloud (duet), 
Healing Springs (Duet) and Lone Gray 
Wolf. 


Musical Reviews 


_ teve Siefert spent Christmas week 

of 2001 with his parents in North- 
_p ern Kentucky. He brought all of 

his handwritten TABs dating from 
1996 and they suggested he enter them 
into the computer and produce a book. 
He did, and then promptly forgot about 
it—’til now! Workshop TABS is a great 
book of some seventy-four mostly inter- 
mediate to advanced TABs, accompa- 
nied by two companion CDs that 
illustrate how to play each tune. The 
tunes are clearly laid out and the book 
is attractively packaged in a spiral bind- 
ing. Steve’s teaching materials are state 
of the art and there are so many tunes 
included:that even the most greedy 
tune hound should be satisfied. 


on Pedi doesn’t normally put mar- 
_ keting at the top of his “to do” list 

and, as a result, I don’t always get 

review copies of his recordings. 
You can imagine my delight when I 
finally cornered him this spring and dis- 
covered that he had three new projects 
for me: a tune book, a teaching DVD, 
and a CD! Don plays traditional tunes 
on the dulcimer at speeds at which 
mere mortals can only wonder. Now 
you have three ways to enjoy and learn 
from him. Bound to Have a Little Fun, 
his new tune book, produced with help 
from Terry Lewis and Steve Siefert, 
contains nearly thirty tunes from tradi- 
tional Southern Appalachian sources. 
Many of the tunes are rare and obscure 
fiddle tunes collected, primarily in Ken- 
tucky, over the years by Don’s playing 
partner and fiddler extraordinaire, 
Bruce Greene. Others come from local 
players in and around Don’s home in 
Madison County, North Carolina. All 
are beautifully adapted to the dulcimer 
and clearly laid out in both standard 
notation and TAB. A companion CD 
provides slowed-down versions of the 
tunes for those who learn best by ear. 
Additional tunes and strumming tips 
are available from Don’s new teaching 
DVD. Old Time Dulcimer has sections 
on free-style strumming, natural noting 
(including economy of motion, three- 
finger rolls, hammer-ons, pull-offs, 
slides, doubling, combinations and 
more), playing by ear, and insight into 


the history of the music. Each topic is 
presented simply at first, covering basic 
aspects, and then proceeds through 
each step to a more advanced level. 
The DVD format is especially useful 
and allows chapter selection, and other 
features that allow the student to learn 
at his/her own pace. Finally, Don’s CD, 
Short Time Here, gives the listener a 
large sampling of Don’s music and 
includes several traditional songs like 
Long Time Traveling, Down the River, 
Wayfaring Stranger and Where the Sun 
Never Goes Down. 


loyd and Margaret Wright are half 


several great albums of traditional 


[ of Houston’s Wright Family with 


dulcimer music to their credit. 
Lloyd has a solo album of his own and 
has recorded duet albums with fiddler 
Bill Thurman and dulcimer player 
Steve Siefert. His mother, Margaret, 
teaches dulcimer and bass, leads sacred 
harp singing, and has authored the 
Twelve Tune Songbook Series for dul- 
cimer players of all levels. They met 
Frank Miller at SAMFest in 1998 and, 
after several years of jamming regular- 
ly, the trio has now released a wonder- 
ful new album of songs and tunes. 
Crossing the Line features a healthy 
dose of Lloyd’s fabulous dulcimer play- 
ing on both standard and 5-string dul- 
cimer. He also plays mandolin and 
banjo and sings. Margaret plays bass 
and sings while Frank plays guitar and 
sings. Lloyd’s dulcimer sparkles 
throughout but is especially tasty on 
tunes like Shenandoah Falls, Waltz for 
Susan, Trouble in the Mind and 
Josefin’s Waltz. You'll appreciate the 
great dulcimer backup he provides to 
Margaret’s singing of The Dying 
Ranger and Father Adieu, which fea- 
tures a lot of note “bending” to get the 
necessary bluesy feel. He and Frank 
combine for some lovely guitar/dul- 
cimer interplay as well. The album’s 
theme of crossing lines or barriers is a 
good one that provides for a nice vari- 
ety in terms of material and arrange- 


ments. 


Old But Timely * Jane Chevalier, 45652 
Dunn Road, Belleville, Mi 48111, 734-461-2453, 
Jane2chev@aol.com (Book). 


Hooray! Tune Book fl * Sam Rizzetta, 
Rizzetta Music, PO Box 530, Inwood, WV 
25428-0530, 304-229-3166 (Book). 


Bound to Have a Little Fun/Old Time 
Dulcimer/Short Time Here Don Pedi, 
Grapevine Productions, 5456 Grapevine 
Road, Marshall, NC 28753, 828-689-9126, 
donpedi.com (Book with Companion CD, 
DVD, CD). 


Workshop Tabs (The Early Years 1996- 
2002)/Join the Jam Companion CDs 
(3 Disk Set) ¢ Steve Seifert, 538 Bellevue 
Road North, Nashville, TN 37221, www 
.Stephenseifert.com (Book with two 
Companion CDs/Three Companion CDs to 
Book of Same Name). 


Crossing the Line ¢ Frank Miller, Lloyd 
Wright, and Margaret Wright, geocities 
.com/pickinwright/crossing.htm (CD). 


Dulcimer Workshops & Concert 
October 8th, 2005 


Featuring: 


Don Pedi Katie Waldren Rick Thum 


One-day event for Lap & 
Hammered Dulcimers 
Workshops 9am to 5pm 

Concert 7pm 


For more info contact: 
Folklore Village 
3210 Cty Hwy BB 
Dodgeville, WI 53533 
40 minutes west of Madison, WI 
(608) 924-4000 


www.folklorevillage.org 


a Bs 


Stringalong 
Weekend 


October 28-30, 2005 
(always last full wkend Oct) 


Lake Lawn Resort 
Delavan, WI (90min Chicago) 


Folk Arts Vacation Retreat 
Classes - Concerts - Spa - Pool 
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Kolodner Glazener Bowers 
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Dowling 


Seifert 


- a 
Mabus Ainslie 


Staines 


26 staff; mtn. & ham’d. dulcimer, 


guitar, singing, dance, ecology, jams, 


crafts, drumming, banjo, autoharp, 
fiddle, song writing, instr building, 


open mike, stringband, mandolin 


$169+ includes all! 


(tuition, room/meals, concerts) 
Companion Program $99 
— Children’s Program — 
www.uwm.edu/Dept/Folk/ 
AnnSchmid@aol.com 
800-636-FOLK 


Twenty years in your... 
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rAd Anniversary Party fr 
i> NOVEMBER 5rn 2005 <:3t% 


Ctarting at 5pm until 77? 
3 gi este oe 


Camping available 


Open Stage 


Flying Pig Roast! 


What else???? 
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Tomorrow’s Stars Resort 
6716 E. National Rd (St. Rt. 40) —Springfield, Ohio 
at the intersection of I-70 and St. Rt. 40—Exit 62 ye 


(contact Tomorrow’s Stars for camping reservations— 937-324-2267) 


R.S.V.P. Let us know you’re eriitg 2 - shelley@sweetwaterfolk. com 


wl Events 


August 12-14 ¢ Salem, WV 

Dulcimer Weekend at the Depot. Work- 
shops (MD, HD), concert, and jam- 
ming. Info: Linda Sigismondi, 
740-446-9244, lsigis@earthlink.net. 
August 12-14 ¢ Mendocino County, CA 
Kindred Gathering. MD, other instru- 
ments welcome. Workshops, concert. 
Info: kinspace.net/kg, kg@kinspace.net, 
707-485-1104. 

August 12-14 ¢ Grafton, IL 

Great River Road Festival. HD, MD 
open stage, concerts, workshops, jam- 
ming. State contests for HD, MD. Info: 
Sharon Hargus, 618-651-8271, har- 
gus65@hometel.com, 
angelfire.com/il/gateway. 

August 13-14 ¢ Highlands Ranch, CO 
Colorado Scottish Festival. HD & MD 
competition, Sunday, August 14th. Info: 


\\ MUSIC G 


Sy OKLAHOMA STAT 
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Tina Gugeler, 720-890-0552, tgugeler 
@earthlink.net. 


August 13-14 « Little Rock, AR 

Little Rock Dulcimer Getaway. MD 
workshops for all skill levels, concert. 
Info: Bob Bruce, 501-922-2797, robj 
bruce@cox-internet.com or Jim 
Munns, 501-765-1131, jimmunns@ 
phbcarkansas.com. 


August 18-20 ¢ luka, MS 

Magnolia Dulcimer Club Fall Festival. 
Workshops, open stage, vendors, 
potluck supper. Info: Ruby Strickland, 
903 E. Linden St., Corinth MS 38834, 
662-286-0197, sunny@nadata.net. 
August 19-21 ¢ West Dover, VT 
Dulcimer Daze. MD focus. Open stage, 
workshops, concerts. Info: Folk Craft 
Music, PO Box 88, Jacksonville, VT 
05342. 802-368-7437, swewater@ 
sover.net. 

August 19-21 ¢ Mt. Laguna, CA 
Gathering at Mt. Laguna. Concert, work- 
shops for dulcimer, harp, guitar, bowed 
psaltery. Info: Susan Raimond, PO Box 


CHAMPIONSHIP 


EVENTS CALENDAR DEADLINES 


Events from the 2nd weekend of Nov 


November - January issue: i 
I 


through the 2nd weekend of Feb. 
Deadline: August Sth 


I 

H 

| 

February ~ April issue: I 

; Events from 2nd weekend of Feb. i 
; through the 2nd weekend of May 

i Deadline: November 5th 

i 

} 

i 
| 


i 
May - July issue: i 
Events from 2nd weekend of May j 
through Labor Day weekend i 
This is our largest yearly calendar 
Deadline: February 5th i 


August - October issue: i 
i Events from the 2nd weekend of Aug. : 
| through the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
L Deadline: May Sth I 


213, Mt. Laguna CA 91948. 619-473-1213, 
harphealer@yahoo.com. 


Continued on next page. 
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‘AS? Featuring Quintin Stephens “ee 
DEEPFORK DULCIMER MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


CHAMPIONSHIPS 


CRAFTS * CONCERTS * WORKSHOPS * CAMPING * JAMMING * FOOD * FUN 


NOVEMBER 


(405) 258-2459 
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ee wl) CHANDLER ORLAROMA 
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August 21-27 ¢ Washington, ME 
Meadowlark Music Camp. HD, MD. 
other folk instruments. Classes, 
concerts, jamming. Info: Jerry Bryant, 
25 Columbia Dr., Amherst MA 
01002, 413-256-6606, meadowlark 
musiccamp.com. 


August 25-28 ¢ Midland, Ml 
Midland Dulcimer Festival. HD, MD 
jamming, workshops, concerts. Info: 
Margaret Loper, 989-684-1499, 


loperme@aol.com, dulcimer.com/fmsm. 


August 26-28 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Learn To Play Mountain Dulcimer. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, One 
Folk School Road, Brasstown, NC 
28902, 800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 
August 26-28 ¢ Portersville, PA 

Bear Run Mountain Dulcimer Work- 
shop at Bear Run Campground. Begin- 
ner workshop. Info: 888-737-2605 Brett 
Ridgeway, fbridgeway@juno.com. 


Congratulations! 


to 
Erin Rogers 


August 26-28 ¢ New Albany, MS 
Annual Fall Festival presented by the 
North Mississippi Dulcimer Associa- 
tion. HD, MD. Info: Forrest Smith, 
662-728-5448, forsmith@bellsouth.net. 
Aug 29-Sept 4 ¢ Missouri Valley, IA 
Old-Time Country Music Contest and 
Festival. HD, MD, other instruments. 
Contests and workshops. Info: Bob 
Everhart, PO Box 492, Anita IA 

50020, 712-762-4363, oldtimemusic 
-bigstep.com. 

September 9-11° Shepherdstown, WV 
Upper Potomac Dulcimer Festival. Work- 
shops, classes, concerts, jam sessions for 
all levels of HD players. Info: Joanie 
Blanton, PO Box 1474, Shepherdstown 
WV 25443, 304-263-2531, updf@earth 
link.net, dulcimerfest.org. 

September 10 ¢ Winfield, KS 

Winfield Warm-Up Picnic, sponsored by 
the Great Plains Dulcimer Alliance. 
Workshops, jamming, concerts, open 
mike. Info: Barbara Barr, 316-687-2220, 
Barbara@BarbaraBarr.com, gpda.org. 


Sept. 12-16 ¢ Avella, PA 

Beginning Mountain Dulcimer at Weath- 
erbury Farm. Info: Weatherbury Farm, 
724-587-3763, folkmusic@weatherbury 
farm.com, dulcimore.org. 


September 14-18 ¢ Winfield, KS 

Walnut Valley Festival. National contests 
for hammered and mountain dulcimers 
and other instruments. Workshops, 
concerts, all-night jams, Info: Bob 
Redford, PO Box 245, Winfield KS 
67156. 620-221-3250, wvfest.com. 


Sept. 16-18  Avella, PA 
Intermediate/Advanced MD at Weather- 
bury Farm. Info: Weatherbury Farm, 
724-587-3763, folkmusic.weatherbury 
farm.com, dulcimore.org. 


September 16-—17¢ Lancaster, 0H 


Harmony Harvest Campout. Workshops 
(MD, HD, and other instruments), 
jamming, potluck dinner, open stage. 
Info: Alyce Stoops, 614-882-4215, 
als5367@hotmail.com. 


Of Concordia, Kansas 
2004 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Erin’s Website is: 
www.senicroots.com/erin 


Erin is shown receiving the trophy and the 
Koa Custom Dulcimer that were her prizes as 
the Winner of the 2004 National Mountain 
Dulcimer Championship. 


Dulcimer Shoppe, Inc. 


Hand Crafting McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 


PO Box 1230 1104 Sylamore Ave. 
Mountain View, Arkansas 72560 
Phone 870-269-4313 FAX 870-269-5283 
McSpaddenDulcimers.com 


Subscribe to 


Dulcimer Players News Subscribe or 
Or... Renew Online 
renew your subscription for another 
year or two of good reading www. 


@ Current subscribers: |f your mailing label is dated 8/1/2005, your pnews.com 
subscription ends with this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming 
without interruption, send us your renewal before October 1, 2005. 


@ Subscription Rates 


United States 3 $24 (1 year—4 issues) or $45 (2 years—8 issues) 
USA, first class postage 1 $29 (1 year—4 issues) or ‘4 $55 (2 years—8 issues) 
3 Canada and Mexico $26 (1 Year)* J Other countries $26 (1 Year)* 


*US banks, VISA, MasterCard, American Express or international money order only 


@ New subscriptions 


_| Please begin my subscription with the next regularly scheduled issue (The DPN is published in February, May, 
August, and November and mailed to subscribers in mid-January, mid-April, mid-July and mid-October.) 


| Please begin my subscription with the current issue, or a recent back issue. | enclose $2.00 (USA, Canada, Mexico) 
extra for postage and handling (other countries $4.00). 

@ Renewals 

_] Please renew my subscription. /f your address is new, please tell us the old one also. 


@ Total enclosed VISA, Mastercard, American Express # 
Exp date: Signature 
Name ; Sy Bat 
Address : oe 3 
City State Zip Phone number (if using credit card) 


Our mailing list is used solely by Dulcimer Player News. Names are never sold or shared in any way. 


Please let us know as soon as you know so your Dulcimer Players News will follow you to your new home. 
It will not follow you otherwise. The Postal Service does not forward 3rd class mail. 


@ Old Address (Please print clearly) @ New Address 

Name = Name 

Address er Address 

City State Zip Gy Sige Zip 
Effective 


DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS - POST OFFICE BOX 2164 + WINCHESTER, VA 22604 


ISSN: 0098-3527 


Songs And Tunes Of The 
Wilderness Road 


by Ralph Lee Smith with Madeline MacNeil 


In 1775, Daniel Boone laid out the Wilderness Road through southwestern 
Virginia, across fabled Cumberland Gap, and into Kentucky. For at least one 
hundred years, travelers in both directions laid down a rich sediment of song 
along this most famous of American trails. This book describes the Wilderness 
boy Ralph Lee Semi Ba | Road, complete with maps and a portfolio of photos, and provides music, guitar 
eo mes chords, and dulcimer tablature for sixteen old ballads and songs that have been 
found in the vicinity of the Road. 


Book, $15.00 


Me 


Bay Pr sents 


| Shall We G odie z 


Himnns 
Arranged fy Hammered Duleimer 


Shall We Gather 
by Madeline MacNeil 


Hymns arranged for Hammered Dulcimer 

In this book for Mel Bay Publications, Maddie has arranged well-loved 
hymns such as “In The Garden” and “How Great Thou Art” along with 
beautiful, lesser-known songs including “How Beautiful The March of Days.” 
All of the hymns can be played by solo hammered dulcimer, yet most of the 


arrangements include harmony parts for another hammered dulcimer or Terme emery 
instruments such as flute and violin. | 


eer sand Other j 


‘ ; 
ladeling VacNeit 


Book, $13.00 SS re 


| Songs of Earth & Sea 


My ancestors made their way from England and Scotland to Newfoundland and 
Cape Breton, where the sea continued to be a meaningful part of their lives. Because of 
that heritage I am often called by the silkies, the waves, and beautiful songs back to the 
sea from my home near Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Madeline MacNeil with Ralph Gordon, Michael DeLalla, Anne Lough, Charlie 
Casabona, Rhodes Woolly, Jay Hurley, Molly Andrews, Melissa Weaver Dunning, 
Christopher Gatesman, and Janette Ogg 


$15.00 


Tunes: Hori, Horo; Evening Of Roses; I Walk In Beauty; New Spring Waltz; Wait "Til 
The; Clouds Roll By; The Ash Grove / O Spirit Sweet Of Summertime; The Water Is 
Wide; Appalachian Round; Maddie's Garden; Shenandoah Spring; Southwind / Blow 
The; Wind Southerly; Wild Mountain Thyme; An Eriskay Love Lilt; Hava Nashira; 
Come By The Hills 


Use MasterCard, VISA, or American Express online, 


‘or by phone or fax. Order on line at 
Shipping (U.S.): $3.00 + 50¢ for each additional item. 


Virginia residents include 5% sales tax. www.madelinemacneil.com 


Ask us about overseas shipping rates. Secure on line ordering with 
Phone: 540/678-1305 @ Fax: 540/678-1151 
Mail: Roots & Branches Music, wey = z- 
PO Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604 


Our mailing list is used solely by Roots & Branches Music for catalog and k for our free catalog. 
performance mailings only. een are never sold or shared in any way. Please Ag fe fr g 


let us know if you wish your name removed from our list. 


September 17 ¢ Fairmont, WV 

West Virginia Mountaineer Dulcimer Club 
Fall Meeting. Jamming, pot luck lunch, 
open stage (HD, MD). Info: Patty 
Looman, 1345 Bitonti St., Star City WV 
26505, 304-599-5343. 


September 17 ¢ Dana Point, CA 

Harvest Festival of Dulcimers. HD, MD, 
other instruments. Workshops, con- 
certs, jamming. Info: So. California 
Dulcimer Heritage, c/o Steve, PO Box 
1633, Tustin CA 92781, info@scdh.org. 


September 17 ¢ Niles, Ml 

Fernwood Dulcimer Festival. MD, HD 
workshops, concert. Info: Bill Bosler, 
574-298-8513, swmidulcimers@yahoo 
.com, geocities.com/swmidulcimers/. 
September 18 ¢ Huntsville, AL 
Mountain Dulcimer Festival. Workshops, 
open stage, vendors. Info: Damon 
Nolin, 256-880-8197. 

September 23-24 « Pineville, KY 

Great American Dulcimer Convention 
(MD, HD). Workshops, concerts. Info: 
Pine Mountain State Resort Park, 1050 


and ANalalerel 
aal=ie 


U cimer 
Festival 


Re 5 


ery tll) 43 


eine tl TE ~ 


“Everybody had so much fun, 


we're doing it again.’ 


State Park Rd., Pineville KY 40977, 
800-325-1712, parks.ky.gov/ 
pinemtn2.htm. 

September 23-24 ¢ Morton, MS 

Central Mississippi Dulcimer Association 
Fall Festival. MD jamming. Info: 
Connie Seaney, 601-939-2780, 
beseaney@aol.com, Carl Woolery, 
601-732-8238, cwoolery@juno.com. 
Sept. 23-25 ¢ Avella, PA 

intermediate Hammered Dulcimer at 
Weatherbury Farm. Info: Weatherbury 
Farm, 724-587-3763, folkmusic.weather 
buryfarm.com, dulcimore.org. 


Sept 29-Oct 2 ¢ Jekyll Island, GA 
Great Georgia Peach Jam. Camp- 
ground at Jekyll Island. HD, MD, 
other instruments. Info: Peggy Martin, 
770-974-1980, wmartin@mind 
spring.com. 

Sept 30-Oct 1 ¢ Waverly, TN 

Three Rivers Dulcimer Association Fall 
Festival. Workshops, jamming, open 
stage, concert. Info: Roberta Robert- 
son, 931-296-2423, delan@mlec.net. 
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Sept. 30-Oct. 1 ¢ Avella, PA 

Beginning Hammered Dulcimer at Weather- 
bury Farm. Info: Weatherbury Farm, 
724-587-3763, folkmusic.weatherbury 
farm.com, dulcimore.org. 

Sept 30-Oct 1 ¢ Hamden, CT 

Nutmeg Dulcimer Festival. HD, MD 
workshops, jamming, concert. Info: Sam 
Edelston, 34 Daffodil Lane, Cos Cob 
CT 06807, 203-248-2053, info@Nutmeg 
Dulcimer.com, NutmegDulcimer.com. 
Sept 30-Oct 1 ¢ Memphis, TN 

Memphis Dulcimer Gathering & Folk 
Festival. HD, MD. Info: Lee Cagle, 
901-372-0510, MemphisDulcimer.com. 


Sept 30-Oct 2 ¢ Bennington, 0K 
Sawdust Dulcimer Festival. Workshops, 
concerts, jamming. Info: Masterworks, 
888-752-9243, sawdustdulcimerfest.com. 


Continued on next page. 


September 30 - October 1, 2005 
Hamden, CT 


Workshops, jamming, vendors, and concerts 


Karen Mueller 


Mountain Dulcimer 
1st Time in New England 


Karen Ashbrook 
& Paul Oorts 


Hammered Dulcimer 


Also: Tom Baehr, A.J. Bashore, David Cross, Ron Ewing, 
CaroiLynn Langley, Steve Miklos, Susan Trump, Dwain Wilder 


Plus: Heidi Cerrigione, John Cerrigione, Cliff Cole, 
Sam Edelston, David Marks, Sam Moffatt, Jill Smith, 
Bob Wey, and Antoinette Montague 


Just minutes from I-95, |-91, and the Merritt Parkway. Only 2 hours from New York and Boston! 2 1/2 hours from Albany! 


www.NutmegDulcimer.com #@% 203-248-2053 


10 = Dulcimer Players News 


October 2-8 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Intermediate Hammered Dulcimer. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown NC 28902. 800-365-5724. 
folkschool.org. 

October 6-9 ¢ Opp, AL 

Heart of Dixie Dulcimer Festival. MD 
open stage, jam sessions. Info: Loretta 
Piland, 334-493-7972, 
wetter@oppcatv.com. 


October 7-9 ¢ St. Petersburg, FL 
Sunshine State Acoustic Music Camp. 
MD, HD and other acoustic instru- 
ments. Workshops, concert. Info: 
Charley Groth, 703 15th Ave. NW, 
Largo FL 33770, 727-585-5678 (before 
10 p.m. EDT), rainbowpr@juno.com, 
cgmusicman.com. 


October 7-9 ¢ Palestine, 0H 

Old Time Gospel Music Retreat. HD, 
MD, autoharps, other acoustic 
instruments. Info: Joyce Harrison, 
937-473-5143, gospelretreat@yahoo 
.com, geocities.com/gospelretreat. 


October 8 ¢ Dodgeville, WI 

Dulcimer Event. HD, MD workshops, 
concert. Info: Katie Waldren, 
608-79-2931, ktbmoms@chorus.net, 
or Folklore Village, folklorevillage.org, 
608-924-4000. 


October 9-15 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Building a Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, Brasstown 
NC 28902, 800-365-5724, 
folkschool.org. 


October 13-16 * New Harmony, IN 
Dulcimer Chautauqua On The Wabash. 
Workshops, jam barn, singing, 
concerts. Info: Maureen Sellers, 4708 
Corydon Pike, New Albany IN 47150, 
812-945-9094, MaureenSel@aol.com. 


October 14-15 * Topeka, KS 

Kaw Valley Dulcimer Club Fall Festival. 
MD, HD, guitar. Workshops, jams, 
concerts, MD building. Info: Cyndi 
Menzel, 785-357-5073, funfest@kvdc 
.org, kvdc.org. 


October 14-18 ¢ Beijing, China 
Cimbalom World Association Congress. 


Festival/conference for the whole ham- 
mered dulcimer family. Info: Johannes 
Fuchs, Schreinerei/Hackbrettbeu, 
Nollisweid 3, CH-9050 Appenzell 
Switzerland. Tel: 0041 (0) 71 787 44 01, 
johannesfuchs@hackbrett.ch. 


October 21-22 © Hillsboro, MO 
Jefferson County Folk Accoustic Music 
Festival. HD, MD, autoharp, guitar, 
banjo, fiddle. Workshops, jams, concert. 
Info: Maxine Jinkerson, 636-586-7663, 
mspryj@jcn.net, autacoustics.com. 
October 21-23 ¢ Emienton, PA 
Allegheny Dulcimer Retreat. HD work- 
shops, jamming, concert. Info: Phyllis 
Howard, 814-275-3658, phoward@ 
clarion-net.com, or Sally Ringland, 
814-226-5674, mdhd@csonline.net. 
October 21-23 ¢ Avella, PA 

Advanced Beginning/Intermidate MD at 
Weatherbury Farm. Info: Weatherbury 
Farm, 724-587-3763, folkmusic. 
weatherburyfarm.com, dulcimore.org. 


34th Walnut Valley Festival 
September 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 2005 


John McCutcheon 

Tommy Emmanuel 

Stephen Bennett & Friends 
The Wilders 

Pat Flynn & Friends 

John Cowan Band 

Tom Chapin w/ Michael Mark 
The Waybacks 

Pete Huttlinger 

Byron Berline Band 


Walnut Valley Association, Inc. 
PO Box 245 
Winfield, KS 67156 


(620) 221-3250 
wvfest.com hq@vwvfest.com 


* 8 CONTESTS 
* WORKSHOPS 
+ 4 STAGES IN OPERATION 
* ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR 


Winfield, Kansas 


Sons of the San Joaquin 

David Munnelly Band 

The Greencards 

Chris Jones & The Night Drivers 
Williams & Clark Expedition 

Tim May & Plaid Grass 

Still on the Hill 

Spontaneous Combustion 

No Strings Attached 

Tennessee HeartStrings Band 


King Wilkie 
Marley’s Ghost 
Adie Grey 

Bob Evans 
Andy May 

Bill Barwick 
Roz Brown 
Julie Davis 
Barry Patton 
Linda Tilton 


Only full-festival ticket holders will be allowed 
on grounds prior to Thurs. Sept 15. 


V: 
Ticket Prices 


Full-Festival (5-day) 


2-day Fri-Sat 
Sat-Sun 
Fri or Sat 


U TEE 
Advance 
$75 


Thurs (Gate Only) 

Sun (Gate Only) 

*Children ages 6-1 1....$5 each. Payable at gate. 

* Advance price mail ticket orders must be received by Aug. 24. 
NO MAIL ORDERS AFTER AUG 24. NO REFUND 


October 21-23 ¢ Harpers Ferry, WV 
Upper Potomac Irish Music Weekend. 
HD, other insturments. Classes, 
concers, ceili workshops. Info: Joanie 
Blanton, 304-263-2531, updf@earth 
link.net, irishmusicwknd.info. 

October 22 ¢ Cincinnati, OH 

Cincinnati Dulcimer Society Fall Festi- 
val. MD workshops, concert, jams, open 
stage. Info: Fran Booth, 4712 Duneden 
Avenue, Cincinnati OH 45236-3210, 
513-891-7037, franb4tunes@aol.com. 


October 28-30 « Delavan, WI 
Stringalong Weekend. Concerts, work- 
shops, singing, and dancing. Dulcimer 
activities. Info: UMW Folk Center, 
Ann Schmid, 2950 N. Marietta Ave., 
Milwaukee WI 53211, 800-636-FOLK, 
uwm.edu/Dept./Folk/. 

November 4-5 ¢ Elizabethtown, KY 
Heartland Dulcimer Club Festival. MD, 
HD, other instruments. Jamming, work- 
shops, concerts. Info: Martha Richard, 
502-833-3240, weaverscorner@aol.com, 
geocities.com/heartlanddulcimerclub. 


rd 
3 Annual Colorado 


November 4-6 ¢ Avella, PA 

Beginning Mountain Dulcimer at Weath- 
erbury Farm. Info: Weatherbury Farm, 
724-587-3763, folkmusic.weatherbury 
farm.com, dulcimore.org. 


November 4-6 * Chandler, 0K 

Deep Fork Festival. HD, MD, other 
accoustic instruments. Workshops, 
concerts. Info: Mary & Leo Roberts, 
Rt. 3 Box 1276, Chandler OK 74834, 
405-258-2459, deepforkfestival.com. 
November 5 ¢ Springfield, OH 
Sweetwater’s 20th Anniversary Party. 
Open stage, jamming, Sweetwater 
performances. Camping available. 
Info: shelley@sweetwaterfolk.com, 
sweetwaterfolk.com. 


November 11-13 ¢ Townsend, TN 
Smokey Mountain Dulcimer Retreat. 
HD, MD. Workshops, concert, 
jamming. Info: Anne-Marie Begley, 
865-494-0763, Thousandpark@aol.com 
korrnet.org/kadc/. 

November 12 ¢ Stewart, OH 

Southeast Ohio Dulcimer Festival. 
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MD, HD workshops, concert. Info: 
Jerry Rockwell, PO Box 79, Guysville 
OH 45735, 740-662-3011, festival@ 
jermusic.com, jcrmusic.com. 


November 18-20 ¢ Munich, Germany 
Hackbrett Festival. Concerts, exhibitions 
of stringed instruments. Info: Zapf- 
Musik, An der Leiten 32, 85652 Otters- 
berg, Germany, Tel: 08121/772747, 
info@zapf-musik.de, zapf-musik.de.€} 


www.madelinemacneil.com 


@ Books 


® Recordings 
@ Music, videos 


® Performance dates...and more! 


Safe and secure ordering with 


Dulcimer Festival 


~ 


a 


WorKSHOPS 
CONCERTS 
JAMMING. 


(970)-472-1352 


MOUNTAIN 
MUSIC, INC, 


Oe& 


WWW.OWLMNTNMUSIC.COM 
STEVE @OWLMNTNMUSIC.COM 
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9a 9-11, 2005 
In Historic Shepherdstown, WV 


Hosted by: Steve Eulberg 

Owl Mountain Music, Inc. 
1281 E. Magnolia, Unit D#188 
Fort Collins, CO 80524 


For information: call (304)263-2531 


30 Workshops for Hammered Dulcimer at all levels, 
A Dance Band Class with fiddler, Steve Hickman, 
and a wide variety of mixed instrument classes 
In Shepherdstown's Historic ambiance. 
Featuring Special Guests: Hammer On!, 
Saitenhupfer, Steve Hickman, Guy George, Ken Kolodner, | 
Maggie Sansone, Cindy Ribet, Christie Burns, Susan 
Sherlock, Marcy Prochaska, Rick Davis, and more. 


Look for our New 
Upper Potomac 
Irish Music Weekend 

October 21-23, 2005 | 


at the Historic Hilltop House Hotel 
In Harper's Ferry, WV 
With Karen Ashbrook, Grey Larsen, Paddy League 
Betsy O'Malley, Matt Shortridge, and Chulrua 


www. dulcimerfest.org 


The Fifth Annual 


Heritage Dulcimer Camp 


Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 
Novice through Advanced Classes 


July 23-28, 2006 


Parkville, Missouri 


for information contact: 
Sharon Lindenmeyer 
405 Court, Ellsworth, KS 67439 
(785) 472-4285  slndmyr@carrollsweb.com 
http://www. heritagedulcimercamp.org 


Palestine, Ohio 


Workshops, Sharing Sessions, & New Music 
for 
MD, HD, Autoharp, & other acoustic instruments 


“Saturday Nite Community Gospel Sing” 


Sponsored by Country Strings 


For information, call Joyce at 937-216-2002 
Also visit or contact us at: 


gospelretreat@yahoo.com 
/ lretrea 


Folk Music 
Workshops 
at an 
Award Winning 
Farm Vacation 
Bed & Breakfast 


Escape to Tranquility! 


Fall 2005 Workshop Schedulé™ 


Sept 12-16 Short Week Beginning Mountain Dulcimer with Bill Schilling 
Sept 16-18 Intermediate/Advanced Mountain Duicimer with Jerry Rockwell 
Sept 23-25 Intermediate Hammered Dulcimer with Guy George 

Sept 30-Oct 1 Beginning Hammered Dulcimer with Bill Schilling 

Oct 2 One Day Beginning Bowed Psaltery with Bill Schilling 

Oct 14-16 Clawhammer Banjo from Scratch with Dan & Jennifer Levenson 
Oct 16-21 Weeklong Next Step Clawhammer Banjo with Dan & Jennifer Levenson 
Oct 21-23 Adv Beginning/intermediate Mountain Dulcimer with Stephen Seifert 
Oct 28-30 Beginning Autoharp with Bill Schilling 

Nov 4-6 Beginning Mountain Duicimer with Bill Schilling 

Nov 11-13 intermediate Autoharp with Cindy Harris 


2006 Schedule Includes 
Neal Walters, Patty Looman, Madeline MacNeil, Bryan Bowers, Bill Staines, Moré 


Avella, Pennsyivania * 724.587.3763 + folkmusic.weatherburyfarm.com 
Far from the Madding Crowd, Yet Just 45 Minutes Southwest of Pittsburgh 


41TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL! 
November 4-5, 2005 


‘DULCIMER CLUB 


ELIZABETHTOWN. KENTUCKY. USA 
Plum Alley Theater, State Theater Complex 
209 West Dixie Ave. 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701 


Steve Seifert 
Dan Evans 
Cathy Barton and Dave Para 


First Presbyterian Church, Elizabethtown 
Open Social and Jam, Friday Evening, 7:00 pm 


State Theater Complex 
Saturday Workshops, 9:00-3:00 
Open Mic Concert, 3:00 
Saturday Evening Concert, 7:00 p.m. 


Phone: Martha Richard @502-833-3240 


Email: cbtamplin1@aol.com OR visit us online at: 
http//www.geocities.com/heartianddulcimerciub 


Youth Dulamer 


by Johnny Ray 


Erin Rogers: 2004 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 

The future of the mountain dulcimer is in good hands when 
Erin Rogers, a seventeen-year-old young lady from Concordia, 
Kansas, is the 2004 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion. 
Erin got her first mountain dulcimer when she was just seven 
years old. She had already been playing piano but needed an 
instrument she could play with her sister, Amber, and her dad, 
Doug, when they traveled to music festivals playing fiddle and 
mandolin. 

Erin was home-schooled at Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood Acad- 
emy. Her family started home schooling when she was in ele- 
mentary school so they would have more time to play music. 
Along with her sister on fiddle, hammer dulcimer, and claw-ham- 
mer banjo and her Dad on guitar, Erin plays in a family band 
called Scenic Roots. They play a wide variety of music which 
includes old-time, Celtic, gospel, and bluegrass. This fall Erin 
begins her freshman year at Sterling College in Sterling, Kansas. 

Erin is almost totally self-taught on the dulcimer, although 
she took a few lessons from Jim Curley when she was ten or 
eleven. At the age of twelve she took a daylong workshop from 
Stephen Seifert and David Schnaufer. Since then she has won 
the Kansas State Mountain Dulcimer Championship (2001), the 
Texas State contest (2003), the Midwest Regional Contest 
(2004) and the National Championship at Winfield, Kansas 
(2004). What a list of titles for a seventeen-year-old! 

Erin not only has a long list of accomplishments, she express- 
es her thoughts on competing in contests. “I’ve always had the 
philosophy that I’m not entering to win. Instead, this is an 
opportunity to be in front of an audience. My goal has always 
been to make one person’s day a little brighter, or make one 
person realize what a wonderful instrument the dulcimer is, and 
what a terrific gift music is. Whether or not the judges like what 
I play, I’m always happy if one person is touched by my music. 
This is still my goal every time I play for a group of people, no 
matter how big or small the group may be.” 

The future of the mountain dulcimer is definitely in good 
hands. 

Erin Rogers 

420 E. 13th St. 

Concordia KS 66901 

scenicroots@yahoo.com €3 


DISCOGRAPHY 
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4th Annual 


AUTUMN 
ACOUSTICS 


at the 
Jefferson County Folk Music Festival 
On the 
Campus of Jefferson College, Hillsboro, MO 


October 21—22, 2005 


@ 7 p.m. Friday: “Jamming in the Round” 
led by Rick Thum 


@ 9a.m. Saturday Workshops: Hammered 
Dulcimer, Mountain Dulcimer, Autoharp, 
Guitar, Banjo, Fiddle, Mandolin 


@ 7 p.m. Saturday Evening Concert 


Chuck & Karen Daniels, Cathy Barton, 
Dave Para, Colleen Heine, Maureen Sellers, 
Jerry Rosa, Shirley Bettis, Larry Conger 


For information & registration, contact: 
Maxine Jinkerson, (636) 586-7663 
or mspryj@jcn.net 
or Shirley Bettis, (636) 797-3840, 
5767 Timber Ln., 

Hillsboro, MO 63050 


Camping & 
motels nearby 


wWWw.autacoustics.com 
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Playing For The 


(Crowd 


An Interview with Dave Neiman 


By Ken Mattsson 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


r |g any a hammered dulcimer player was introduced to the 


ing on a street corner, in a park, or at some other out- 
___. door venue. For most of us, this is just the kick needed 
to start the musical juices flowing; then we begin learning to 
play the instrument. For Dave Neiman, it also started him 
down the road of a career where a large part of his perform- 
ances have been for these unsuspecting audience members. 

Like many of his generation, Dave got his start in music 
through the guitar. In the second grade, with the help of the 
Mel Bay method, he studied guitar, and then specialized in 
classical guitar. 

In 1978 Dave spent a summer in Boston where he first 
encountered the hammered dulcimer. On the Boston 
Common, a man played the dulcimer while playing a 
Limberjack with his foot. After watching the performance a 
few times, the sound of the instrument stayed with him. 
Dave visited a Greenwich Village music shop, and found 
Peter Pickow’s Hammered Dulcimer Instruction Book. As 
Dave had learned guitar through a book, he thought he 
could do the same with a dulcimer. The book had references 
about festivals, and sources for instruments, so he purchased 
a kit from the Hughes Dulcimer Company in Colorado. 
Dave used the woodshop in the Art Department at Brown 
University in Providence, Rhode Island, to assemble the 
instrument. That 12/11 instrument completely changed 
Dave’s musical future, as he fell in love with it and started to 
learn as much as he could on his own. He became proficient 
enough to take part in a concert with the Ethnomusicology 
Department at Brown later that semester. 

After graduating with a degree in Math and Economics 
and a minor in Classical Guitar, Dave moved to Boston. He 
began searching for places where he could study more dul- 
cimer, and in 1983 and 1984, went to the Augusta Heritage 
Center in Elkins, West Virginia, to study with Sam Rizzetta 
and Paul Van Arsdale. At the time, this was one of the few 
places where dulcimer players could gather and study. Dave 
met other members of the dulcimer-playing world, including 


instrument by a chance encounter with a musician play- 


Randy Marchany, Wes Chappell, Nick Blanton, Sara 
Johnson, Mitzi Collins, Esther Kreek and Linda Lowe 
Thompson. 

Being one of the few dulcimer players in the New 
England, Dave started teaching private lessons at local folk 
music shops and at regional festivals. He has since been on 
the staff of numerous festivals and folk schools including the 
John C. Campbell Folk School, Cranberry Festival, Upper 
Potomac Dulcimer Festival, Bay Path Hammered Dulcimer 
Festival, Blacksmith House Dulcimer Festival and various 
Buskers’ Festivals in the USA and Canada. 

One of the highlights of Dave’s career is his success at 
dulcimer competitions. In 1987, he won the Mid East 
Hammered Dulcimer Competition at Conshocton, Ohio, and 
then proceeded to the National Hammered Dulcimer 
Competition at Winfield, Kansas. Dave’s background in 
music came through in his choice of competition pieces. 
While many of his competitors were playing fast fiddle tunes, 
Dave decided to add some variety to his set. In addition to 
“Snowflake Breakdown” and “Swallowtail Jig,” he played 
“Greensleeves” with variations, and a jazzy rendition of 
“My Favorite Things.” All of this paid off, and he won the 
National Hammered Dulcimer Championship. 

Busking is a British term for street performing or per- 
forming in public places for tips. Dave first busked on the 
Boston Common (the park in downtown Boston originally 
set aside for the public grazing of cows in the 1600's) with 
Paul Greenspan, a banjo and mandolin player who got him 
interested in traditional music. Dave was now hooked on 


street performing! After graduation he 
went to Europe with a friend from a 
college bluegrass band and traveled for 
a summer through France, Germany, 
Italy and Switzerland playing music for 
his supper. Returning to Boston, he 
played in the subway for five months 
until he got a job as a software engi- 
neer. The following summer he was 
chosen for the official roster of artists 
to street perform for tourists at 
Boston’s historic Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace (a.k.a. Quincy Market). 
This eventually led to his decision to 
become a full time musician in 1985. 
When asked why he likes busking, 
Dave answers that it’s the instant grati- 
fication. You get immediate feedback 
from the crowd, applause, money, and 
the sale of recordings. This has reduced 
spending hours getting bookings or 
working with agents, neither of which is 
much to his liking. His playing at 
Quincy Market over the past twenty 
years has lead to weddings, students, 
and other performance opportunities. 
One of the gigs Dave obtained 


from busking turned into trips to Japan. 


In 1986, through a street performing 
connection, Dave was hired on three 
weeks notice to perform for a month at 
Nagasaki Holland Village. He played 
five shows a day, six days a week, and 
got a lot of exposure to Japanese cul- 
ture and vice versa. Returning home, 
he studied Japanese for a year at 
Harvard University. Coincidentally, he 
also taught dulcimer to a couple of 
Japanese citizens spending time in the 
USA. This ultimately led to a 1990 tour 
sponsored by the Japan Dulcimer Club 
and the Japan Bluegrass Association. 
Dave got some lucky press, a radio 
spot, and couldn’t keep from trying 
some street performing in this distant 
land. 

This was the beginning of a semi- 
annual pilgrimage to Japan. Starting in 
1992, Dave was there for three months 
each spring and fall. His street per- 
forming resulted in concert opportuni- 
ties including playing for two car deal- 
erships, a modern dance company— 
and a Japanese princess. The trips 
resulted in the formation of the 
Heartstrings Dulcimer Club in Tokyo 


which continues to be an active group, 
meeting on a regular basis to learn new 
tunes, and take part in occasional per- 
formances. These include the annual 
concert held by the Japan Dulcimer 
Society, an association of people who 
play hammered dulcimers from all cul- 
tures including China, Iran, Germany 
and Hungary. 

After eight years of trips to Japan, 
Dave decided to cut back on his travels 
and settle down. This included collabo- 
ration with other musicians and groups 
such as the Mandala Folk Dance 
Ensemble, where he played guitar, bass, 
and hammered dulcimer. Mandala 
focuses on dances from all over the 
world, so Dave was exposed to many 
musical traditions, especially those 
from Eastern Europe. As Dave says, “I 
learned Eastern European music from 
Mandala and on Spectrum, my first 
recording, I wanted to show that it was 
possible to play more than jigs and 
reels on the dulcimer. It was a combi- 
nation of ethnic and classical; it wasn’t 
called world music back then.” 

Dave has collaborated with fellow 
street musician Beverly Woods on per- 
formances and on Balance on Air, a 
recording of English and Irish dance 
tunes. He has also worked with Steve 
Schneider on a recording, The Door to 
Christmas. 

What does Dave like most about 
his music? “Anything goes on the dul- 
cimer! More established instruments 
have established repertoire, but experi- 
mentation seems the norm with the 
dulcimer. I like the openness to experi- 
ment with all sorts of musical genres. 
Balkan music has been an area of inter- 
est for me in the past, and now I am 
doing more arranging of classical 
music. I ask myself, ‘Can it be done on 
dulcimer and still sound musical?’ I 
find arranging interesting, whether it is 
popular tunes or jazz. I also like to 
experiment with harmony.” 

What does the future hold for 
Dave? After ending his trips to Japan, 
he decided to put full-time performing 
on hold and return to his former pro- 
fession in the computer field. He is 
becoming more involved in the vibrant 
Boston music scene and has begun to 
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play with contra dance and old-time 
musicians in the area. With his mar- 
riage in the fall of 2003, he’s making 
sure that he balances his time away 
from and at home. Looking for new 
musical adventures, Dave is always 
scanning the horizon for the next musi- 
cal challenge. 


Dave Neiman 

32 Essex St. 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

(617) 876-2996 
dneiman@alumni.brown.edu 
daveneiman.com 


Ken Mattsson is a classically trained 
singer and learned about the dulcimer while 
watching Dave Neiman play at the New 
England Folk Festival. He organizes the Bay 
Path Hammered Dulcimer Festival and other 
events for the Massachusetts Bay Dulcimer 
Society (massdulcimer.com.) Ken can be 
reached at ken@massdulcimer.com. 


DISCOGRAPHY 


Music follows on next page. 


Stablished for 19 years 
creating Custom cases 


and protecting beloved 


dulcimers throughout the 
world. Call, write or fax 
for free brochure. 


PO BOX 943 ¢ DRIGGS, IDAHO @ 83422 
VOICE AND FAX @ 208-354-8827 


FOURTEENTH ANNUAL 


AUGUST 
DULCIMER 
DAZE 


AUGUST 19, 20, 21, 2005 
WEST DOVER, VERMONT 


FEATURED PERFORMERS 


**k* 


MARGARET MacARTHUR 
& Family 


HEIDI MULLER 
DON PEDI 
GAIL RONDLETT 


*** 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 
WORKSHOPS BY 
DALLAS CLINE * BILL COLLINS 
GEORGE HAGGERTY * LORI KEDDELL 
BONNIE LEIGH * MARC MATHIEU 
BEN SEYMOUR 
seeker e 
OPEN STAGE * SALES BOOTH 
MINI CONCERTS * JAMMING 
DULCIMER RENTALS * FOOD 
SATURDAY EVENING CONCERT 


FOR INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 


FOLK CRAFT MUSIC 


P.O. BOX 88 
JACKSONVILLE, VT 05342 
802-368-7437 


E-Mail: swewater@ sover.net 
www. augustdulcimerdaze.com 


The Memphis Dulcimer 
gathering & 
folk festival 


September 30—October 1, 2005 


featuring Janita Baker, 
Larkin Kelley Bryant 
Larry Conger, Jim Miller, 
Don Pedi & Rick Thum 


Calvary Episcopal Church 
102 Second Street 
Memphis, TN 38103 


$90 for all events 
$45 single day 
$10 concert admission 
$5 non player admission 


Workshops, Vendors, Jam 
Sessions, Concert, Lunch 
available on site 


Contact Lee at 901-372-0510 
www.MemphisDulcimer.com 


(eau Horacd¢ y 
« .oeer 
ColoradoCase com 


(S00) 340-0800 
ColoradoCase .com 


Pree brochure, price list, 
and color sannples 


x 
Sott cases for any dulcimer a 
Lightweight flight cases for HDs 
Well insulated, padded, weathertght 


PVC Musical Instruments 


And How To Make Them 
Harp, Violin, Cello, Slide Guitar, & 
12 more. 120 pages of step-by-step 
plans and instructions. 


Full Size Templates & Readily 
Available Parts 


© Fun and easy to build and play 

®@ Low Cost—Great Sound 

® Most built in under 2 hours. 

@ Includes a FREE CD of band 
tunes, solos & tunings 


148 E. High Spruce Road, Front Royal, VA, 22630 
(540) 635-2534 
www.johnkovac.com 


VISA and Master Card accepted 


Playable Folk-Art 
Hand-carved, unique instruments 
crafted by Ron “Coog" Cook 
American European 
Mountain Dulcimers 
Mountain Banjos 
Aeolian Harps 


Epinettes des Vosges 
Bowed Psalteries 
Early Instruments 


147 Sacramento Ave 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
www.cooginstruments.com 


(831) 425-4933 
ron@cooginstruments.com 


Handcrafted dulcimers 
designed & built by 
Mike Huddleson 
since 1988 
Look for us at: 
Winfield, KS Sept. 14-18 
6622 W. 35th St. So. 
Wichita, Ks. 67215 
316-524-0997 
s~ mhuddleson@aol.com 
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Dominion Reel 


Traditional 


R RL, ete. 


Hints: above staff—l (or nothing): right side of treble bridge, Il: left side of treble bridge below staff—L: left hand, R: right hand 
Note: repeated sections do not have markings—plays as first notated 


FOLKS! Don't Try 
This At Home!!! 
This is for real. Read about it 


in our unclassified ad, 
or come by and see it 


(IN DULCIMERS 
ER DULCIMERS 


The Jam Factory 
207 N. Main, 
Hannibal, MO 63401 
573-221-2520 
songbirdhd.com 


The Amazi 


Blue Lion *# McSpadden 
Folkcraft * Cripple Creek 
Dusty Strings * Master Works 
Black Mountain * TK O'Briens 
McNally # H&H Enterprises 
Songbird # Lyon & Healy 

Mid-East * Triplett 


8015 Big Bend - 
Webster G v 


legendary durability 
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Saitenhupfer 


by Jeanean Songco Martin 
Boyds, Maryland 


aitenhupfer, which is Alemannisch slang for string 
jumpers, is a wonderful hackbrett duo from Germany. I 
_ first met Carmen Amrein and Jutta Claar at the 2004 

__— Cork Dulcimer Festival in Cork, Ireland. I thought it 
would be fun to take the class “Traditional German Folkmu- 
sic.” My instinct was right; the class was great fun and 
informative! 

Both Jutta and Carmen play hackbrett, which is the Ger- 
man chromatic hammered dulcimer. The hammers are dif- 
ferent with extremely light shafts and heads shaped like 
Fudgesicles. When I asked Jutta how to hold the hammers 
she looked at me very seriously—reminding me of the movie 
actress, Cloris Leachman in a scene from Young 
Frankenstein—and said very, very slowly, “Like you smoke, 
yes?” (Like I smoke. No, I don’t smoke.) You hold the ham- 
mers between your index and middle fingers like a cigarette. 
Okay, I got it; I tried it. But I couldn’t do it. Jutta and Car- 
men sure could, however. The precision of their strike was 
very impressive. Equally impressive was their way of dampen- 
ing the strings with the palm side of their hands. Apparently 
too much ringing of the strings is a “nein”(German “no”). 
This was their first workshop taught in English, and they did 
a great job. 

Carmen Amrein, of Rheinfelden, Germany, began playing 
music on the recorder at the age of seven. She thought she 
would also try the clarinet or flute, but when her father came 
home with a hackbrett Carmen knew this would be her 
instrument. Her first lessons were with Ingeborg Leisinger- 
Hilbold in a little music school twenty minutes from her 
hometown of Lorrach. After playing the hackbrett for a few 
years she had the opportunity to play in the Youth Group of 
the Zither-Orchestra under the direction of Ms. Leisinger- 
Hilbold. A few months later she joined the grown-up Zither- 
Orchestra. In 1998 she took a Hackbrett course in Balingen 
and continues studying to this day. Carmen is also part of 
another duo, Amazing Strings, with Rieke Bachmann, a 
harpist. They play international folk songs, music of Mozart 
and Bach and traditional German folkmusic. Now, at the age 
of nineteen, she performs regularly with several German 
groups and artists. She is the youth leader of the Landes- 
Hackbrett-Bund Baden-Wurttemberg e.V., the biggest hack- 
brett society in Germany, and is also a member of England’s 
Nonsuch Dulcimer Club. In September, 2005 she will begin 
her studies at the Richard Straus Conservatory in Munchen/ 
Bavaria. 

Jutta Claar, from Nidderau, Germany, also began her 
musical training with the recorder at the age of five. She 


played piano at the age of eight and the violin was introduced 
when she was ten. In 1992 she began studying traditional 
music for the hackbrett. Jutta also plays accordion, mandolin 
and hurdy-gurdy. Since 1991 she has studied church music at 
schools in Heidelberg, Frankfurt and Schluchtern. Her train- 
ing on hackbrett through seminars and workshops at Landes- 
Hackbrett-Bund Baden-Wurttemberg e.V. is led by Belisa 
Mang, Gunter Ebel, Birgit Stolzenburg, Jorg Thum, Ruedi 
Bischof and others. Jutta has appeared on German television 
and radio. In 2003 she began conducting the Youth Hack- 
brett Ensemble of the Landes-Hackbrett-Bund Baden-Wurt- 
temberg e.V. The ensemble performed at the Cimbalom 
World Congress in Appenzell, Switzerland in October, 2003. 

In 2004 Carmen and Jutta founded Saitenhupfer. Their 
first duo international performance was in Cork, Ireland at 
the Cork Dulcimer Fest. According to CDF Director Christie 
Burns, who first met Jutta and Carmen at the Cimbalom 
World Congress, “Carmen made me feel like I was with an 
old friend, even though we’d just met. I remember thinking 
that they were there in the true spirit of the Congress, mixing 
and mingling and teaching us their instruments while they 
studied everyone else’s instruments and repertoires. Carmen 
and Jutta seem to be on the same mission as many of us; 
traveling the world sharing music and laughter!” 

Carmen and Jutta enjoy a varied repertoire which includes 
Italian sonatas for salterio/hackbrett and harpsichord, 
Renaissance dance music, baroque and classical music, and 
traditional music of European countries—especially 
Bavaria—and contemporary music. Their charming melodic 
style, exquisite harmonies and arrangements, delivered with 
control and precision, delight us all. 

Please come meet Carmen and Jutta of Saitenhupfer 
during their September visit to the United States. You’re 
invited to hear their beautiful music on the hackbrett and 
learn traditional German folkmusic at the Upper Potomac 
Dulcimer Festival in Shepherdstown, West Virginia, 
September 9-11, 2005. 


Saitenhupfer 

Brucknerstrasse 5 

D-61130 Nidderau 

Heldenbergen, Germany 

0049 (0) 6187 1215 

jutta.claar@gmx.de 

the_ power_of_03@hotmail.com (Carmen) 


Upper Potomac Dulcimer Festival 
PO Box 1474 

Shepherdstown WV 25443 
304-263-2531 
updf@earthlink.net 
dulcimerfest.org 


Jeanean Songco Martin is a painter and musician. She has traveled 
to Ireland and Scotland, painting the landscape “en plein air” and 
playing her hammered dulcimer. Jeanean performs in the Martin 
Family Band with her husband, Carl, and children, Lydia, Emily and 
Claude. She teaches and performs at the Upper Potomac Dulcimer 
Festivals and at Common Ground on the Hill. 
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Ken Kolodner’s 
Instructional Arranging Recordings 
Like taking months of lessons... 


Double CDs, each with over two hours of 
in-depth instruction for advanced-beginners 
through experienced players. Written music with 
chords included. Separately tracked arranging 
instructions include: 


accent shifts; 
syncopations 

® many rhythmic 
variations (rag 
thythms, 4 against 3) 
ghost notes 
accompaniment 
improvising 
playing rounds 


the basic tune 
suggested hammer- 
ing, phrasing and 
dynamics 
basic/advanced = 
stitutions (e.g. rela- ag 
een innit Brn ® anticipated beats 
ished 7ths, second- ™ hammered/ bounced 
ary dominants) triplets 
basslines, flams = two and three note 
chords 


...and much more, culminating in fully embellished versions! 


hand separation 
plucking, chromatics 


melodic runs, 
drones, fills 


tremolos 


Announcing a new instructional 
arranging recording of Seasonal music. 


Seasonal music Volume I: Waltzes and Slow Tunes Volume I: 
In the Bleak Midwinter, Angels we 
Have Heard on High, God Rest Ye 

Merry Gentlemen, Shalom Chaverim, 

1 Shall Arise (Hush My Babe), Do You 


Hear What I Hear 


Waltzes Volume II: 
Fiddle Tunes (Reels) Volume I: 
Fiddle Tunes (Reels) Volume II: 


$25 per Volume; $2 for s/h for the first volume; $1 for each additional 


www.KenKolodner.com 
° KenKolodner@aol.com 
3806 Fenchurch Rd., Baltimore MD 21218 @ 410-243-7254 


A Little 
of This 
G 
A Little 
of That 


His Debut CD 
with Sixteen 
tunes 
featuring 
Mountain 
Dulcimer 


CD $15 plus $1.50 for shipping 
A Little of This & That tab book, $12.50 plus $2.00 SGH 
Thistledew Acres * PO. Box 134 * Marengo, OH, 43334 


www.dulcimerbaglady.com 


a 


— 
In 1972, we began 


making dulcimers 
because they 
were easy to play. 
hot too expensive, 
and lots of fun. 


After 29 years, 
Black Mountain Dulcimers 
still are. 


FREE Catalog of Dulcimers, books, CDs and more 
Yours for the asking. 


100 Foothill Bivd.* Calistoga, CA 94515 « Toll Free 1-800-786-4240 
www.blackmtninstruments.com Dealer inquiries welcome. 
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The Nonsuch Dulamer Club 


Annual weekend at Launde Abbey 


by Butch Ross 
Bowling Green, Kentucky 


t was halfway through the Saturday 
evening concert, when Kath Cor- 

_ bett, the Nonsuch Club’s newslet- 
ter editor looked across the room 
towards Christie Burns and me and said, 
“T think the one who traveled the fur- 
thest should write this year’s review.” 
Fair enough. She could have just as easi- 
ly said, “We did pick you up at the air- 
port, buddy.” I’m happy to do it. 

Jenny Coxon, Jim Couza and others 
organized Nonsuch, England’s only dul- 
cimer club, in 1993. It began primarily as 
a hammered dulcimer club but quickly 
expanded to include mountain dulcimer 
players. The annual gathering at Launde 
Abbey near Leicester is the club’s yearly 
meeting and festival. 

Launde is an incredible experience, 
unique even among dulcimer events. 
England is not a big place, and the dul- 
cimer community is by its nature tight 
knit. Combine the two and you get a 
dovecote of shared quirks, eclectic tastes 
and fun people. Also, the gathering 
takes place in the middle of nowhere! 
You've got nothing to do but play dul- 
cimer, eat and drink. Weekend days are 
almost all workshops, with several 
teachers from the Nonsuch ranks mixing 
with folks like Christie and me who are 
imported for the event. 

Our adventure began with an 
overnight flight from Nashville, Ten- 
nessee to London. It was another cross- 
pond red-eye for Ms. Burns and me (my 
fifth, her fiftieth?). Once we arrived at 
Gatwick Airport, bleary-eyed and laden 
with luggage, we met our chauffeurs 
Neil and Kath Corbett. A pleasant and 
uneventful ride up the M3 and M25 
highways ensued, full of good conversa- 
tion, Nonsuch history and great conver- 
sation until sleep overtook us. 

Faced with the distinct possibility of 


arriving before the required check-in 
time of 4 p.m., we decided to knock off a 
quick pint in the market town of Rock- 
ingham. My pint of Bombardier was a 
little on the warm side, but not so warm 
as to be undrinkable. About the time I 
was thinking I could get used to warm 
English beer, Kath set her glass down. 
“Bah,” she said, “It’s too cold.” 

Neil mentioned on the trip up that 
you couldn’t see another dwelling from 
the Abbey. He didn’t mention that the 
road ceases to look like any sort of legiti- 
mate highway well before then. We 
arrived at Launde and were shown to 
our rooms, close to the Dairy where I'd 
be teaching. 

After dinner and Nonsuch’s annual 
meeting, we moved to the jam rooms. 
Well, almost everyone did. I stopped in 
the main sitting room to catch up a bit 
with my ol’ friend, mountain dulcimer 
player Dan Evans, and ended up spend- 
ing the evening listening to Jim Couza. 
Anyone I’ve ever known to speak of Jim 
Couza has called him a Very Big Man. 


Indeed he is, not in just a physical sense, 
but also in personality: The man is larger 
than life, full of tunes and tales delivered 
in a gravely baritone and, more often 
than not, accompanied by a song or two 
on an old hammered dulcimer that 
seems to have lived as hard as Jim him- 
self. Meeting Jim would have made the 
trip to Launde worth it, but the weekend 
was just beginning. 

Outside of submitting a list to John 
Shaw, I had nothing to do with choosing 
the mountain dulcimer workshops I 
taught. John did a wonderful job of 
selecting the workshops and their order. 
Each workshop’s techniques were built 
on previous ones, while still providing 
thorough individual lessons. 

Saturday’s dinner was spent in lengthy 
conversation with Dan Evans about our 
axes, the business and all manner of dul- 
cimelia. Dan is jealous of my recently- 
acquired Bowling Green digs, what with 
Kentucky being his favorite state in the 
Union. I love his hometown of Olney, 
United Kingdom, where “Amazing 


Dan Evans 


Grace” was written. This mutual admira- 
tion society became another great chat 
in a seemingly endless weekend of smart 
and engaging conversations. 

Saturday evening’s concert was a 
wonderful exercise in equality. Any- 
one—student, teacher, adult or child— 
could sign up and perform. October 
2004’s concert saw solo acts, small and 
large ensemble performances, fife and 
drum, a raffle, and even Tibetan throat 
singing. Everyone who contributed (and 
that was nearly everyone) brought some- 
thing unique and fun to the evening. 

Then, the jams began. I spent my 
time ensconced in the kitchen with 
about twenty others hearing great folk 
tunes—British and otherwise—and 
contributed where I could. I didn’t rec- 
ognize more than a handful of songs, but 
it was like water to a thirsty man; one of 
those rare times where the music is so 
good, the company is so great and every- 
thing is so new and surprising. 

Sunday found me with no teaching 
obligations, and the temptation to sleep 
in was well-tempting. Ultimately the 
opportunity to hit some of the morning 
workshops won out. As a player, it is 
always good to “walk a mile in someone 
else’s moccasins.” It opens you up to 
another’s vision of the instrument and 
ideas and concepts that you may not 
have considered. As a teacher, it is 
always good to see how other people 


teach. 

After lunch on Sunday, the mountain 
dulcimer teachers and I returned to the 
Dairy for a question and answer session. 
With three knowledgeable guitar players 
and builders in addition to players Dan 
Evans, John Shaw, Liz Law and I, the 
conversation was all over the place, 
touching on such things as playing tech- 
niques, choosing and adapting reper- 
toire, practice regimens (or the lack 
thereof) as well as string gauges and 
electronic pickups. 

Then it was time to pack our bags, get 
some tea and say our final goodbyes. 
The Nonsuch weekend is a rare and pre- 
cious gathering of like minds. Coming to 
the end of a fabulous weekend at Laun- 
de Abbey, with loads of dear friends old 
and new, we didn’t want to miss any- 
body. We wanted to say goodbye to 
everyone. We were among the last to 
leave, when the sun was starting its slow 
creep to the other side of the world. We 
didn’t look back—only ahead towards 
the Nonsuch Gathering in 2005. 


The Nonsuch Gathering will be held 
December 9-11, 2005 near Leicester, UK. For 
information visit their website at nonsuch dul- 
cimer.org.uk/ or contact Sally Whytehead at 
sally_whytehead@blueyonder.co. uk. 


Butch Ross is a mountain dulcimer player 
and songwriter currently living in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky. He has been quickly gaining 
renown for his unusual style of playing (the 
instrument is held upside down and strung 
backwards) and his unique approach to old- 
time and contemporary music. Butch’s new 
CD, The Moonshiner’s Atlas, was produced by 
dulcimer legend Robert Force. 3 


Jim Couza 


® 


Maggie's 
Music 


Announces 


America’s premier hammered dulcimer 
players...and their NEW CDs 
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Dwain Wilder 


and the Poetic Making of Dulcimers 


by Tom Ruscutti 
Ithaca, New York 


1119 (Midwinter Shop) 

Napping dogs, a friend working 
on a peghead, 

African music & wood & incense 
& varnish, 

Strongly flavored silences of the studio 

Wrapped in whirling snow, 

Itself wrapped 

In the silence of midwinter and 

The frisson of abiding 

With the cold. 


_ into Dwain’s shop, and reading this 
inscription from Bear Meadow dul- 
cimer number 1119 reawakens my 
felt senses of our first meeting. The rich, 
dark-sweet smell of freshly cut black wal- 
nut and the scent of drying varnish left no 
doubt that this was a lutherie studio. 
Snowy winter light from large windows 
mixed with the work lights to create a 
natural yet purposive ambience. Two 
greyhounds sprawled on the floor, grace- 
fully present dogs who made it clear that 
dog-napping was a respectable art form 
here. As I’ve come to know Dwain better, 
I understand that his workspace reflects 
his fundamental intention as a luthier: 
that the making, handling, and playing of 
Bear Meadow dulcimers engage all of the 
senses in an artistic and pleasing, even 
poetic way. 

Newer dulcimer players may not know 
that Bear Meadow dulcimers built on the 
long history of Walter Martin’s Sunhearth 
line of instruments. Dwain took over the 
Sunhearth design, molds, and methods 
when Walter retired in 1991 after build- 
ing 1000 dulcimers. Dwain had known 
Walter and his family quite well for a 
number of years, but he had never seri- 
ously considered building dulcimers as a 
craft. The opportunity appeared one 


| t was midwinter when I first walked 


afternoon when Walter mentioned his 
intention to retire, and Dwain recalls the 
moment, “The opportunity to step in 
appeared precipitously. It was pretty 
much a leap into the void.” With a mix- 
ture of amusement and reverence he con- 
tinues, “I spent a half hour carefully 
considering it. | walked around outside in 
Walter’s yard thinking about whether I 
could really do this or not. In that half- 
hour I created a dream that’s much like 
the dream that I live now of being able to 
work full-time in a way that made sense 
to me about how you use your hands and 
how you use your materials, and what 
tools you use. And that vision has guided 
me.” 

Dwain trained in 1991 with Walter, 
who was an insightful instrument design- 
er but also a very instinctual builder who 
valued an artistic rawness in his instru- 
ments. He was precise and consistent 
where necessary for the integrity and 
voice of the dulcimers, but he was clear 
that the life of his instruments was in 
their hand-built essence. Dwain remem- 
bers, “He walked in on me one time 
when I was fretting my first fretboard, 
and I had a little square and was trying to 
get the saw square and perpendicular, 
hold this and hold the fretboard — I just 
had a handful of squirrels! Walt laughed 
and said, “Why don’t you just saw it?’ He 
could do that. Even though his fretboards 
were done by hand, they’re sweet all the 
way up to the 17th fret!” 

Dwain recalls that he first regarded 
the dulcimer as a simple musical instru- 
ment but it soon became clear that some- 
thing deeper was alive here: “As I worked 
with Walt I could tell, even at that time as 
it was happening, that I was just all ears 
for this. Sometimes he would get angry 
with me for misinterpreting something 
he'd said or not getting some point, and I 
just didn’t care about being yelled at. 
What was important to me was learning 


what he had to say. That was unique to 
my experience. So I could tell I was enter- 
ing into this venture with a brand new 
state of mind.” 

Fifteen years later, Bear Meadow dul- 
cimers are thoughtfully refined instru- 
ments standing on Sunhearth’s 
foundational qualities of musicality, 
grace, and utility. Dwain notes, “The 
mold is one in which the sides move 
gracefully into the tailblock and peghead. 
Walt did a very, very good design job on 
the proportions of the mold, as well as in 
the grace. He settled and designed the 
back braces very nicely, and he built very 
thin, so the dulcimers are light.” A lot of 
Dwain’s attention goes into making the 
fretboard a lively contributor to the dul- 
cimer’s sound. Precise intonation is the 
main priority, but subtle design details 
bring other qualities, too. The solid, 
raised fretboard is consistent across the 
strings yet limber along its length since 
the underside is relieved between a series 
of small feet. A slight overall arch puts it 
in tension with the top so that they act 
together as a unit. The result, in Dwain’s 
opinion, is a very consistent timbre as 
well as lively hammer-ons and pulloffs. 
These design features, built with red- 
wood, spruce, and black walnut 
tonewoods, produce the characteristic 
Bear Meadow sound that Dwain strives 
to create: clear, balanced, and consistent- 
ly sweet across the strings and all the way 
up the fretboard. 

Dwain uses careful selection of 
tonewood and setup to meet each client’s 


needs, considering their musical voice as 
well as the role of the new dulcimer in 
their collection of instruments. He theo- 
rizes, “Each person’s notion about what 
music is and what it isn’t flows out of that 
musical presence in the world that is the 
voice they've had ever since they were 
born. So understanding the musicality of 
somebody’s voice is primary in making 
sure you make a dulcimer that is suitable 
for them. “Guided by his tonewood log of 
previously built instruments, he listens to 
the tap tone qualities of redwood and 
spruce soundboards on hand to select the 
woods, shaping them as necessary to 
develop the quality he’s after. Choosing 
string gauge and playing action round out 
the design. He asks, “Does the client like 
to fingerpick, strum, or are they more of a 
noter player focusing on the first two 
strings? Do they play in a muscular way, 
wanting some pushback from the strings, 
or do they have a silky style, dancing over 
the fretboard?” 

As an instrument in his shop starts 
coming together, it reflects his desire to 
create something that is purposeful and 
beautiful all over, not just where it is seen. 
For example, the parabolic profile of the 
back braces and the shoe mold on the 
edge of the linings have acoustic functions 
that he works to render in an aesthetically 
pleasing manner. More visible design ele- 
ments such as intricate purflings and 
sound hole details command his full artis- 
tic attention: Final carving on his signa- 
ture Concert Grand sound hole roses 
takes a full day for each rose. “I think of it 
as my gift to the instrument,” he says, 
“and at the end of that day I have more 
energy than when I started.” 

When it comes to the final finish, 
Dwain returns to his intention to engage 
all of the senses. “The best thing a finish 
can do is stay out of the way of the instru- 
ment. I want the finish to function as pro- 
tection without soaking deep into the 
wood. Beyond that, I think of the finish 
on my instruments as sensuous, tactile 
rather than visual. I hope that once you 
touch it, you want to pick it up because of 
the way it feels. So I want the finish to be 
pleasingly smooth but not slick. I don’t 
want it throwing stark light and shadow 
all over the place. I want everything about 
the finish to be subtle, including its high- 


lights. In fact, I'm most pleased when I 
have an instrument that looks like it’s 
been sitting on a workbench, forgotten 
for a hundred years in a dust-free room. 
That’s my goal.” 

Dwain has also begun teaching, first at 
the Northeast Dulcimer Symposium and 
now through individual courses and 
apprenticeships in his shop in Rochester, 
New York. Part of his motivation is to 
pass along lutherie techniques, but he 
lights up as he talks about teaching the 
simple and immediate joy of working with 
the hands; “It’s a wonderful thing to see 
people who have hardly taken up a tool at 
all in some cases, and five days later exit 
with a dulcimer that they feel proud 
about, that I feel proud about, and every- 
one around them feels proud about. I can 
sit at a table and cut wood and be real 
happy with that. If I start asking “Why are 
you doing this? Why are you doing this 
day after day? Where is this going? What 
is the purpose?’ — I don’t come up with 
answers to that. But the result of asking 
the questions is that I start teaching.” In 
the end, the poetry of the dulcimer 
emerges even in his teaching: “For stu- 
dents, a lot of using hand tools on wood is 
best described poetically. You're actually 
listening to the tool cut the wood, and 
that is your clue about the quality of cut 
you are getting. It turns out to be kind of 
synaesthetic; your hands will also pick up 
those vibrations. So that becomes appar- 
ent to my students as they encounter 
hand tools that they’ve never used before. 
They have to employ senses in a new way, 
senses that they’re very familiar with, but 
in a way that’s very different. That’s a 
poetic experience. That’s as good a defini- 
tion of poetic as I’ve ever seen.” 


Dwain Wilder 

Bear Meadow 

289 Rich's Dugway 
Rochester NY 14625 
585-288-5031 
dwain@bearmeadow.com 
www.bearmeadow.com 


Tom Ruscitti has been playing hammered 
and mountain dulcimers as well as mandolin 
since the early 90's. He also enjoys luthiery and 
recently built a dulcimer with Dwain.€> 


MEL BAY 


Favorite Old-Time 
American Songs 
for Dulcimer 


This giant book features over 100 of America s 
favorite folk songs, expertly arranged for the 
Appalachian dulcimer. Children s songs, work 
songs, old Anglo-American ballads, songs of strife 
and freedom, love songs and much, much more 
are all gathered here in arrangements suitable for 
the beginning and intermediate player. The songs 
come from all over— old books and sheet music 
transcriptions from field recordings, but mostly 
from the singing of countless folks in kitchens 
and festival hallways, street corners and concert 
stages. 

Tunings used include D-A-D and D-A-A, as 
well as C-G-C and C-G-G and several modal 
tunings. All are playable on any three- or four- 
stringed dulcimer. Some use a 6 1/2 fret. Includes 
information on reading music and TAB, notes on 
transposing, and a useful index of songs by tuning, 
In standard notation and TAB, with guitar chords 


232 pages. Book (97189) $24.95. 


Please add shipping and handling 
$6.00 for 1 item. $1.00 each additional item 


~ Pub shing the fine: $ 


MEL BAY 


P.O. Box 66 * Pacific, MO 63069 
1-800-8-MEL BAY (1-800-863-5229) 
FAX (636) 257-5062 
ONLINE ORDERING: www.baysidepress.com 
ONLINE CATALOG at www.melbay.com 
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by Johnny Ray 
Tyler, Texas 


The best way to get to know Bill Taylor, a mountain dulcimer 
builder and performer from Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, is to take 
a class from him at one of the festivals where he teaches. After 
class you might hear him perform in concert and maybe exam- 
ine some of the beautiful instruments he builds. This multi- 
talented musician/builder is also a school teacher and graduate 
student. I'd enjoy introducing him to other Dulcimer Players 
News readers. 


Q: How did music begin for you? 

A: I could talk for a long time on this subject. I remember 
when we first got a record player at my house, and there was 
almost always music coming out of it. Depending on who got 
there first (my mother or my two sisters), the music could be 
Floyd Cramer, or Peter, Paul and Mary, or Jimi Hendrix—or 
one of many others. I have always had an extremely varied 
outlook towards music. This may sound crazy, but I don’t see 
much difference in the soul of the music of Ralph Stanley 
from that of Django. My musical heroes range from Doc Wat- 
son to Jimi Hendrix to Django to Coltrane to Rachmaninoff. 


Q: Was the guitar your first instrument? 

A: It was my first stringed instrument. I played the trumpet in 
5th and 6th grade band, and then also in a soul/rock band in 
9th through the11th grades. We played anything from Sam & 
Dave to Steppenwolf. 


Q: When did you start playing guitar? 

A: My brother-in-law, Harry Dean showed me some chords 
on what I thought was a 4-string guitar when I was young. | 
found out much later that it was a baritone uke, but it gave 
me the bug. My college roommate, Steve Davis, and another 
good friend, David Keith, encouraged me, so I bought myself 
a $5 guitar for my twentieth birthday. That guitar was worth 
$5 and not a penny more, but I finally had one. There was 
one thing really cool about that instrument, though. The deal 
was that when I felt | was good enough a player to buy myself 
a better guitar, I had to sell the guitar to someone else who 
wanted to learn for $5. I know of at least three other people 
who learned to play on that old Silvertone. 


Q: What other instruments do you play? 

A: I play at many stringed instruments, and consider myself 
adequate at some; pretty good at others. The dulcimer, guitar, 
mandolin, bouzouki, hammered dulcimer, banjo and bass are 
my best instruments, but I would like to become proficient at 
playing the piano and instruments in the violin family. 


Q: Did you have any music instruction in your public 
education or in college? 

A: After the 6th grade, except for one music theory course 
when I went back for my teaching certificate, I didn’t have 
any formal music instruction. I continue to study theory on 
my own, and I encourage everyone to do the same. It can be 
a benefit for your musical life. 


Q: When did you discover and begin playing the mountain 
dulcimer? 

A: When I was playing guitar and mandolin in a bluegrass 
band at Silver Dollar City (which became Dollywood), I 
became friends with Mark Edelman, a dulcimer builder/ 


player/seller who had a booth for Cripple Creek. I’d go to his 
booth during my breaks and give him a lunch break, or I’d 
just hang out. I was intrigued by the simultaneous simplicity 
and complexity of the instrument. He gave me a dulcimer kit 
at the end of the year, and that got my building adventure 
going. I put the instrument together, and the next year I 
incorporated it into our act, doing a song or two on the dul- 
cimer at almost every show. (We usually did six shows a day.) 
Since then, the mountain dulcimer has been the instrument I 
play more than any other. 


Q: For years didn’t you make your living as a professional 
musician? 

A: I was introduced to bluegrass music while I was in college, 
and I fell in love with it. It had it all: power, drive, intricacy, 
tenderness, and beautiful harmonies. Five of us started play- 
ing together (four guitars and a banjo!) and we evolved into a 
band. By the time we started really performing, we were a 
trio named Citico Creek. Brooks Pearson played stand-up 
bass, Reecy Lovell played banjo and guitar, and I played gui- 
tar and mandolin—and later added the dulcimer. All of us 
sang. We had a lot of fun and had some wonderful opportuni- 
ties. We performed two shows at the Grand OI’ Opry. Once, 
Dolly Parton showed up at the park and sang a couple of 
songs with us. That was so much fun; she is truly a wonderful 
person. We started at Silver Dollar City/Dollywood in 1981, 
and I played there for seven years. 


Q: Do you still perform professionally? 

A: I perform occasionally at festivals, workshops, staff 
concerts, and other events. I also do a twice-weekly program 
for my school system at the Eugene Huskey Environmental 
Center. Each 6th grade class in our school system does an 
overnight field trip to the Center, and my presentation is 
an introduction to Appalachian music. I play a lot of 
traditional instrumentals and songs, and talk about 
Appalachian musical history, the Celtic/Appalachian 
connection, lutherie, and the science of acoustic 
instrumental sound. I have performed this program for 
ten years now, interacting with about 8,000 students! 

That experience in large part encouraged me to begin 
teaching in the classroom full-time. 


Q: How long have you been teaching school? 

A: I’ve just finished my fifth year of teaching at Jones 
Cove School in Sevier County, Tennessee. The last two 
years I have taught Literature/Reading in grades 6, 7 
and 8. Ours is a K-8 school and is small and rural. I 
work with caring, dedicated professionals and I truly 
enjoy what I am doing in my life right now. Plus, I 
have my summers—and some weekends—free for 
music! 


Q: Have you been able to incorporate your music, particularly 
the dulcimer, in your classroom? 
A: The first year I was there my students built dulcimers. We 
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designed them; the school paid for the materials, and the 
students and I did the labor. It was the best math project we 
did all year, because the kids had to figure fractions, areas, 
costs, etc. Now my classroom has sixteen wooden dulcimers 
for the kids to play. We have had groups of students practice 
after school and perform in every Christmas program since, 
as well as at some graduation ceremonies. 

Just this spring we did another building project. This time 
I wanted the students to own the dulcimers they built, but 
wasn’t sure how to make it happen. While talking with one of 
my dulcimer customers I mentioned this idea. She mentioned 
it to her dulcimer club, and some special individuals donated 
money for the materials. The people in the dulcimer world 
really are some of the nicest folks in the whole world. 

I was honored to receive the Teacher of the Year award 
from my school this year, and I believe that one of the reasons 
was the dulcimer projects. 


Q: Tell us about your teaching experience at festivals. 
A: I truly enjoy the teaching, learning, nurturing and friendly 
atmosphere of dulcimer festivals and workshops. It was here 
that I first fell in love with the teaching/learning process, and 
decided that teaching was a profession I wanted to explore. 
Another thing I love about festivals is the variety of music 
you hear. While most musical festivals are specific, (bluegrass 
at a bluegrass festival, jazz at a jazz festival) at dulcimer festi- 
vals you may hear any kind of music on the planet—and pos- 
sibly some from another planet! 


Q: Do you have a favorite skill level or musical style that you 
prefer to teach? 

A: I really don’t have a preference. I like the diverse chal- 
lenges presented by different levels of instruction. I believe it 
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Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
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HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
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In downtown Shipshewana, in the heart of Amish Country! 


may be harder to be a really good beginner-novice level 
instructor because you usually have more walls (insecurities 
and inhibitions) to break through. You have to notice and 
applaud the smallest improvements. The rewards are great, 
for there is no feeling like watching a student’s light bulb of 
understanding go off for the first time. 

The techniques of the upper levels are more demanding, 
but the students are more experienced learners. The music is 
always fun and, truthfully, it is sometimes a challenge to stay 
ahead of some of these excellent students—especially in a 
week long class! 

I have found that teaching can do wonders for your own 
playing. It forces you to break the music down to basic ele- 
ments and practice playing it over and over. You also get the 
added benefit of a warm feeling from helping others feel 
better about their music. 


Q: Do you have a favorite style of music for listening or for 
performing? 


A: Yes, but it changes approximately every hour. 


Q: When did you start building duicimers? 

A: After I put together that first kit in 1987, Mark Edelman 
and I became partners for a while and had a shop in 
Dollywood. 


Q: Did anyone teach you the art of dulcimer building? 

A: Mark had built quite a few and definitely got me started, but 
my process is radically different now from what it was then. 
One of my biggest influences was Bob Mize, who we lost two 
years ago. He was one of a kind; one of my favorite people. 


Q: Do you know how many dulcimers you have built? 
A: Somewhere over 1,500, as we speak. 


Q: What kinds of woods do you prefer? 

A: My favorites are Appalachian woods such as walnut, 
cherry, spruce, butternut, sassafras, curly and spalted maple, 
aromatic cedar and spruce. However, I really like the sound 
and beauty of a western cedar soundboard. I also enjoy using 
obscure woods such as mulberry, paulownia, hedge apple and 
catalpa that you may not ever see at a lumberyard or hard- 
wood store. 


Q: Many people, including me, have dulcimers you built with 
unique carving in the strum hollow. | know you have a friend 
who does this carving. How did this develop? 

A: Carmon Dayton is the carver, and we’ve been friends for 
many years. Carmon is one of the best carvers around (and 
there are good ones here in the Smoky Mountains of 
Tennessee), and he is also an excellent banjo player. We met 
when we played in different bands at Silver Dollar City and 
have also performed together over the years. 


Q: Are you currently working on a recording? 


A: Yes, I am, but I’ve been saying that for many years. I’ve 
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been writing a lot lately, and plan to include some of these 
new songs on the CD. The working title is Through My Eyes. 
My wife, Barbara, is doing the cover; she’a a watercolor artist. 


Doesn’t your daughter, Emma, sing on Through My Eyes? 

A: Yes. Emma has a beautiful voice. She sings “Summertime” 
and “Georgia on my Mind,” which I accompany on dulcimer 
and bass. My son, Brett, sings and plays guitar on a Dave 
Matthews tune while I play baritone dulcimer. I can’t tell you 
what a joy it is to record with my adult children, but I’m also 
jealous. They are both a lot better musicians than I was at 
their ages! Emma recorded “Emma’s Song” for the Master's 
of the Mountain Dulcimer CD on the flute at age sixteen. 
Brett is an accomplished guitar player a full year before my 
age when I got my first guitar. 


Q: In recent years I’ve heard you sing in performances. Is your 
new recording going to include vocal work? | hope so. 

A: Yes, [’ve gotten back into singing after a number of years 
of primarily instrumental music. When I was in the bluegrass 
band one of our strongest points was tight vocal harmonies. 
As much as I love the state of Tennessee, I sang “Rocky Top” 
six times a day for six years. I was ready for a break! 


Q: Several years ago you mentioned doing a tab book. Has it 
happened yet? | know a lot of folks would like to see this. 
A: I do have a vast amount of music I’ve prepared for the 
dulcimer, and hope to put it into book form sometime soon. 
But I’ve been saying that for a long time too. 


Q: Are there any musicians or dulcimer builders who have 
inspired you? 

A: So many have been so influential that I hesitate to start 
listing names. I'd hate to leave someone off. I will always 
remember a student in a Beginner into Novice class at 
Boone, North Carolina. I had so carefully worked out the 
way I thought was best for them to learn a certain musical 
passage, and he said, “Why don’t we do it like this?” His idea 
was perfect. I have been so lucky to meet so many excellent 
musicians. I will be eternally grateful. 


Bill Taylor 

790 McMahan Hollow Road 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 37863 
(865) 428-8960 
bt1478963@aol.com 
billtaylordulcimers.com 


Johnny Ray has been an elementary school music teacher in East 
Texas for thirty years. Nearly ten years ago, he started a mountain 
dulcimer program at his school which now hosts an annual festival for 
children. Johnny first met Bill Taylor at the dulcimer week at 
Appalachian State University in Boone, North Carolina. 


Celtic Songs & Slow Airs for Mountain Dulcimer 
by Neal Hellman 


All songs and airs are in both standard notation and easy to read 
dulcimer tablature. There is detailed playing instruction for each 
composition. Also included is the history of etch piece as well as recorded 
sources and web links for each tune. The compact disc 

contains a one verse rendition of both the vocal part and the piece played 
as an instrumental. 


*104 pages *34 arrangements *spiral bound *Cd included.® 
*$22.95 plus $3.00 shipping* 


Songs & Airs Featured In the Book: 


A Stér mo Chrof Mary’s Dream 

Banks of Claudy Mo Ghile Mear 

Bonny Light Horseman Parting Glass 

Down by the Sally Planxty Connor 

Gardens The Snows 

Farewell to Tarwathie Star of the County Down 

Flower of Magherally, Such a Parcel of Rogues 

Flowers of the Forest The Praties 

Gabhaim Molta Bride When I Was on Horseback 

MacPherson’s Farewell Will Ye No Come Back Gourd Music* PO Box 585 Felton, CA 95018 
Maid of Coolmore Again? neal@gourd.com 831-425-4939 


Martha. the Flower Ye Banks & Braes Check out our site for many folk Cd's featuring dulcimer, 
Martha, 2 aes 
hammered dulcimer, Celtic harp and more 


of Sweet Strabane 
order online: www.gourd.com 
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A REPERTOIRE BOOK 
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20th ANNIVERSARY 
Innovative, Winsome Arrangements 
Classical—Traditional * Popular-Seasonal 
ANNA BARRY 
PO Box 128 
SUGAR GROVE, NC 28679 
DPN Readers’ Special: $15.00 Postpaid 


Posi-Lock (pat. pend.) assures 
slip-proof and repeatable easy 
adjustment in 1/2" increments 
No protruding knobs 


Piano Hinge provides Stability, 
Strength and Durability 
Trunk Stay locks stand open, 


guarding against accidental 
closing while adding Stability 


J & K Dulcimers 


in association with Mike Reese 
introduce the all new 


GrandStand. 


Aluminum Track assures 
easy adjustment... 
no more screws & washers 


Leather covered instrument 
stop is removable 
and replaceable 


Bottom of legs are epoxy coated 
to prevent moisture from leaching 
into wood. Each leg has a non-skid 
rubber foot to protect floors 


J & K Dulcimers + 310 E. Chicago Blvd. + Britton, MI 49229 + 517-451-8259 * www.jkdulcimers.com 


Harpsicle $295.90 


Great for beginners, 
teach 


2) 


volume, portable, 
41/2 [hs, 3 V2 octaves. 
Handcrafted in U.S.A. 


‘Available in colors (flavors.) 


222 Main Street, Rising Sun, IN 47040 
812/438-3032 


www.traditionalharps.com 


Susan Trump’s SONGS At FAITH ».wp HOPE www.susantrump.com 


WITH mountain dulcimer, baritone dulcimer, guitar, banjo, and 
talented guest artists playing cello, flute, accordion, fiddle and piano 
FEATURING Angel Gabriel, Call Down a Blessing, Rainbow 
Connection and Hollow Flute; and Streets of Gold from the 
Mize dulcimer concert. FROM THE TIMELESS Angel Band/ 
Down in the Valley to Pray To NEw ctassics by Bill Staines, 
David Mallett, Carla Gover, Bob Franke, Robin and Linda 
Williams, Jerry Rasmussen, and other contemporary songwriters, 
this is a collection you'll treasure and love to share. 

Produced by Paul Mills 


Booking 
and 
Contact Info: 


Lorinda Jones 
i P O Box 123 
B Rineyville, KY 4016 
i 270-862-9747 
# josnotes@infionline.net 


CDs & Books 
available online 


Shelley Stevens 


sing. 
Songs of 
Life, Love and 
Laughter 
(This is wot your Grandfather's Dulcimer!) 
CD $16.75 post paid 


Music to soothe, inspire, and tickle your Sheri Hola Classical , Country, Ragtime & Rock 


Enhanced CD! With photos, web link, email 
and Dulcimer tab! 


send orders to: 
TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 
643 E. Euclid Ave. 
Springfield, OH 45505 
937-323-7864 
Shelley@shelleystevens.com 


Includes: Dill Pickle Rag, Crazy, Darcy Farrow, Music 
Box Dancer, Bad Moon Rising and Viagra in the Water 
Plus 10 more 


MASTERCARD AND VISA ACCEPTED 
www.shelleystevens.com SECURE ON-LINE ORDERING 


Dulcimer Shop 


* Appalachian Dulcimers 
* Hammer Dulcimers 
* Children’s Rockers 
* Ban-Jammers 
* Celtic Harps 
* Music Books 
, * Mountain Crafts 
* Psalteries & Accessories 


lachian Dukimers {Ke & Connie 
local i ~  Clemmer 


Part of the 


FRE 
Pickin’ Porch 
Saturday evenings 


———“" 7645 E. Lamar Alexander PKWY. TENNESSEE 


(865) 448-6647 HERITAGE TRAILS 


III OD DIDI IFILL III III III IIIS 


mike@clemmerdulcimer.com 
www. v.clemmerduicimer. com 
—SODD 


Steve Eulberg 


‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
Minor Mode Tunes Bk & CD 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimer 
instrumentals 


Masters of the 
Mountain 
Dulcimer 


Great Players of 
the Mountain 
Dulcimer 


Beginnings 

with Chorus & Didjeridu 
Random Acts 

of Fiddling with 


diverse fiddling genres 


Soaring original & 
traditional songs & tunes 


Bottle Up & Go 


with JimJim & the FatBoys 
Blues, Gospel & Folk 


Dulcimer-Friendly 
Worship Series 


Advent Bk/CD 
Evening Prayer Bk/CD 


wr Happy Are They: Psalms to 
Sing & Sway By 
www.owlmntnmusic.com 


Owl Mountain Music, Inc. 
128] E. Magnolia Unit D#188 
Fort Collins, CO 80524 = (970)472-1352 
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MIDI-Melodies 


Visit: dpnews.com 


Auld Lang Syne 


Traditional Arrangement by Dan Eveans 


Let open middle string notes ring through 
Copyright © Dan Evans 2003 


United States. His playing has won him the respect of players 


A leading exponent on guitar and mountain dulcimer, 
and listeners alike. Contact Dan atdansing.co.uk. 


England’s Dan Evans has made numerous tours in the 


PRUSSIA VALLEY 


DULGIMERS 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 


14532 B, U.S. Rt. 23 
Waverly, Ohio 45690 
Featuring Instruments From: 
Prussia Valley, McSpadden, 

Folkcraft, Masterworks, 
Strunal, Dusty Strings, 
Songbird, Tacoma, Oscar 
Schmidt, Austin, Mid-Missouri, 
Deering, Hohner & Walton 


Washburn, Walnut Creek 
“Carter Family Tunes” 12 favorite Carter family tunes with Phase 
Dulcimer Tab book with CD ($20 + S&H) eon 
CDs, Cassettes, Videos, 

Instruction Books, Electronic 

Tuners, Strings, Straps & More... 
Business Hours: 
10am-6pm, Tues. thru Sat. 


Debbie Porter 


www.debbieporter.net 


| Recordings and Instructional Materials for both the 
_ “I Wonder What the Poor Folks Are Doing Tonight” CD 
_ and songbook featuring Deb Porter, Andrew Hardin, Lil Rev, 
Pops Bayless, Stephen Bennett, Clive Gregson, Lee Rowe and 
More...great ukulele recording of a wide range of music 
including great old traditional tunes. 
- | “A Bit of Southern Uke, Please” —20 great old tunes 
CD's: $15, Tapes: $10, Video w/ Tab: $20. arranged for Ukulele. ($20+ S@H) 
Include $4.50 for S/H. i 
All orders shipped Priority Mail. 
fexas residents include 8.25% sales tax.) 
Lytes Mama Muate 
246 CR 2127, Pittsburg, TX 75686 
Phone: (903)856-2714 Kk 


CDs available of great uke and dulcimer music. 


Lcloohy rosehip | 90 minute videos featuring “bird’s eye view” camera 
eee angle and tab book. 


Building Your 
Repertoire on 
_ Fretted Dulcimer 


Debbie Porter teaches 
Fretted Dulcimer 
(DAD Tuning) 90 min. 


Closed Sunday & Monday 


740-941-1271 pvdulcimers@bright.net 
Located one hour south of Columbus. 


§ (DAD Tuning) 90 min 
_@ For Novice to 
Intermediate level, 
"7 20 tunes carefully taught 
and fun dulcimer club jam 
session. (Now on DVD) 


For absolute beginners | 
to novice level, 11 
songs with a jam 
session at the end to 
give you a chance to 
use your new skills. 


www.prussiavalley.com 


VISA & Master Card 
Fase) Accepted vee 


Dandy Duster 
: = 


Rick Th hum's : 
6 SONG of the 
Month Club 


* one CD mailed monthly 

¢ pick 12 from over 25 titles 
¢ detailed lessons 

* broken down by phrases 

¢ user friendly 

¢ practice tracks with guitar 
¢ sheet music provided 

¢ full money back guarantee 


Over 4” static free hog bristles 
set in a wooden handle. Comes 
in a storage tube. 


Motivating monthly lesson 
to increase your 
skill and repertoire 
Like a Private Lesson with f a 
: .00 free shipping. Samp! 
Rick Thum $18.00 free shipping. Samples 


Visit the new & disc. available to dealers. 


and improved website! 


www.rthum.com 


Get Started Today 
log on to rthum.com 
or call and request an order form 
4565 S. Square Dr. 
High Ridge, MO 63049 
636-376-THUM (8486) 


Cliff's Custom Crafts 
43 York St., Bay City, Ml 48708 
989-892-4672 
cliffscrafts@chartermi.net 


by Steve Schneider 


_ have dealt with arranging in various 
_ways in past DPN issues, and I think 
it’s time to revisit the topic, possibly 
_— ina new and more helpful light. 
Here is a perspective with which you can 
approach beginning to arrange a tune for 
performance, turning the tune into a 
piece of music. All that’s required is the 
conscious and intentional application and 
manipulation of some of the elements of 
music toward the creation of your own 
personalized and unique arrangement. 

You've invested precious time and 
energy learning a tune, and now you want 
to perform it for others. Great. For some, 
this is what it’s all about—sharing your 
music, your hard work, and your joy. The 
type of venue in which you're playing will 
help to determine the nature of how you 
share your music. For instance, a slow, 
straightforward and unadorned rendering 
would be most helpful and appreciated in 
a jam session where others want to hear 
and learn the melody. On the other hand, 
performing in a concert, where people 
have come to hear your music and to be 
entertained, requires additional creative 
alteration and planning in the form of 
arranging. 

Creating an arrangement is akin to 
putting together a menu for a dinner 
party, and also to adding spices and fla- 
vors to each of the dishes you’ve cooked. 
Without a thoughtful arrangement, even 
the nicest and most charming tune can 
quickly become tiresome and predictable 
with each repeat. Even the smallest con- 
trast (slower vs. faster, softer vs. louder) 
will imbue your tune with new life and 
will stimulate your audience as you give 
them something new to hear. 

Arranging a tune can be a satisfying 
and empowering experience; conversely, 
it can sometimes be just a little less diffi- 
cult than passing a camel through the eye 
of a needle. There are basics to keep in 
mind that make the process both easy and 
satisfying. 

You make a tune more your own the 


The Art of Performing 


moment you begin to arrange it. Arrang- 
ing is neither a mysterious nor a magical 
process. It is based on choices that you 
make regarding how you want to present 
a particular melody, and it includes the 
manipulation of a given set of elements, 
such as melody, harmony, tempo, key, 
rhythm, dynamics, register, timbre, articu- 
lation and form. 

The greater your understanding of 
these elements, and the greater your 
musical flexibility, the more interesting 
your arrangements can be. This is not a 
value judgment, as true and honest clarity 
is always best. I would much rather hear a 
bare bones melody played beautifully with 
thoughtful intention than I would a com- 
plex, convoluted and confusing arrange- 
ment played with great speed and 
volume. 

With this in mind, you need to know 
the melody you wish to arrange. This 
includes knowing all of the notes and your 
fingering or hammer patterns. Knowing 
the melody means being able to play it by 
heart—to own it. Once you really know 
it, it is yours to play and to play with. 

A good arrangement will have just the 
right amount of contrast; not too much, 
but not too little, either. Depending upon 
how far out you want to go, how far from 
the original melody you'd like to take 
your listeners, determines the nature of 
your arrangements. The level of your 
musicianship and degree of musical 
understanding also comes into play. 

As I’ve written in previous articles, the 
clarity of your musical message is of the 
utmost importance. Will your audience be 
able to hear what you are trying to 
impart? Is what you’re doing obscuring 
and confusing the foundation of the tune, 
or is it enhancing and adorning it? Are 
you just playing the notes without 
thought, or are you making choices based 
on sound musical practice? 

There are lots of questions, choices 
and decisions to make, just as there are 
when baking bread, planning an event, or 
making any decision. Your arrangement 
will ultimately have your unique signature 
on it, and this makes it exciting, both for 
you and for your audience. Arranging a 
tune is akin to any other creative art form. 
You are creating a unique work of art. A 
good arrangement enhances a tune, and 
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helps your audience; it’s like shining dif- 
ferent 

colored lights, one at a time, on a 
particular object. 

Listen to some of your favorite 
recordings (dulcimer and non-dulcimer), 
and make a list of what you like and what 
you don’t like about the arrangements. 
Apply these ideas to your own arrange- 
ment and see and hear what works for 
you. 

Your assignment is to choose a melody 
to arrange and consider what you can do 
with it. After you’ve learned the tune, 
begin to create an arrangement that you 
can call your own. Start with a familiar 
tune, one that is not too long. I suggest 
that you write out your thoughts and map 
out the arrangement. If you don’t, tomor- 
row you may forget what you’ve done 
today. Make conscious choices about ele- 
ments such as tempo and dynamics and 
how you plan on presenting and/or chang- 
ing them within your arrangement. (For 
example, start slow and quiet, and end up 
faster and louder.) 

Record your arrangement, and then 
listen to it with a constructively critical 
ear. Write down your reactions; what 
worked and what didn’t—and why. 
Include suggestions for your next arrang- 
ing session. 

Over the next few issues we'll contin- 
ue to discuss creating. If you have any- 
thing that you would like to share about 
your own arranging experiences or if you 
want to see something in particular cov- 
ered, please contact me at 
performing@steveschneider.com. Don’t 
forget to stay in tune! 


More Than 120 Tune Arrangetents fir I n the Off-the-Wall Dulcimer Sox 


seb ae TUNES ‘N TABS 


HAMMERED DULCIMER 


Ing hadiag Croat Noes for Antohern, Gaitar or Cnet Roconitle Inearnowens 


A Book of Over 120 Arrangements for 
Lap Dulcimer and Hammered Dulcimer 


More than 150 pages of music arranged by 
COCA key, A. J Bashore IL and other 
nds of OTW. A REAL VALUE! 


members 


and fru 


To Order: Send $14.95 + $2.00 s&h ($16.95) to 
Rebecca Askey, 134 East Winding Hill Road, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 


email: MABLBARKER@aol.com 
Proceeds Benefit OT W Society Member Activities 


A complete line of 
Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 
handcrafted by Rick Fogel 


DULCIMER CO. 


Catalog Available ~ 1916 Pike Place, Box 906, Seattle, WA 98101 + (206)910-8259 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
A Large Selection of Quality 

Folk Instruments-Great Prices 

See Our Ad in The UnClassifieds! 


Dennis DenHartog Folk Notes Dulcimers 
Ph#: 260/484-9078 2329 Curdes Avenue 
www.folknotes.com Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


Sweet Sounds Dubcimer House 


Hammer Dulcimers, Mountain Dulcimers, 
Pick-N-Sticks, Walkabout Dulcimers, 
Bodhrans, & Crystal Flutes 


Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's,Jewelry, 
Accessories, MD soft cases, single & double, 
of our own design, and much more. 


11129 Hwy 90 West 

Beaumont, Tx 77713 

phone 1-877-860-0848 
or 1-409-866-0848 


www.dulcimerhouse.com 
SSDulcHse@aol.com 


Jane Chevalier 


Old But Timely 
Old But Timely ishowcases Janes 
Ce Te jvarious playing 
, istyles. Tunes 


Wife, Westphalia 
\Waltz, Off to 
California, plus six 
imore tunes! The 
icompanion book 
\has variations and 
jarrangements for 
‘each tune on the 
CD. Descriptive 
pages on music 
notation, scales, 
keys, & embellish- 
ments included. 


SELELETESERELSTSEST USER EREE TEESE eEEeeEe 


(Dulcimer Noel is a collection 
of beautifully arranged 
hristmas carols on ham- 
mer dulcimer like Angel's 
We Have Heard On High, Carol of the Bells, 
Deck The Halls, The First Noel & many more! 


Jane Chevalier 


fy ecees Ft yung 


To order Jane’s music or for informa- 
tion on lessons, workshops and 
performances, please contact: 


Jane Chevalier 
45652 Dunn Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 
734-461-2453 
jane2chev@aol.com 
Cd's $17.00, Tapes $12.00, Companion Book $24.00. 
Old But Timely set $32.00. Postage inciuded on all 
items. Mi residents please add 6% sales tax 


Discover 
your dulcimer’s 


Bow your dulcimer with JimBows 
to create a beautiful bowed 
saltry sound. Use your current 
ipsrnh ', patterns or find new 
ones as you explore your 
dulcimer’s exciting new voice. 
Instruction booklet 
and rosin included. 
Works on mountain 
dulcimers, too! 


For more details visit or call: 

www.gleecircus.com 

jy. e-mail: jim.wells@gleecircus.com 
phone: 650-573-8948 


PREMIER 

: ACOUSTIC 
MUSIC 
STORE 


Ask for your 
FREE CATALOG 


or visit us ONLINE! 


INSTRUMENTS 


1100 N. Washington 
PO Box 14210-DPN 
Lansing, MI 48901 


Toll-Free (USA only) 
888-473-5810 


or 517-372-7890 
www.elderly.com 


Harp Doctor Autoharp Sales 
Custom Autoharps - $100.00 - $600.00 


www.harpdoctor.com 
864 888 0697 


Custom Vintage OS Harps, Custom New OS Harps 


15 and 21 Chord Chromatics - From $100.00 
Diatonic Harps - from $325.00 
Authorized OS Dealer; Custom and Guaranteed! 


12, 


ey Dubbert 


92 Winfield Champion « '99 Mountain Laurel Champion 
Autoharp & Hammered Dulcimer 
Twenty Mostly Solo Tunes 


“A treasure trove...each one a gem.” 
- Neal Walters, Reviewer, Dulcimer Players News 
$17 postage paid to: 
Carey Dubbert 
18000 Coleman Valley Road 


Occidental, CA 95465 
~ 
hac cf WIV Nene Play list at www.monitor.net/~dca/carey 


HAMMERED DULCIMER 


& AUTOHARP 


| 


Congratulations! 


Erin 
Rogers 


2004 
National Mountain Dulcimer 
Champion 


Want to make a Mountain Dulcimer? 


Check out Keith Young's two volume, three hour video "How 
to Make a Mountain Dulcimer". A book contains plans, 
procedures, lists of materials, tools and supplies, fret 


calculations, "secrets" and more. $59 plus $5 priority mail. 
More information at www.AppalachianDulcimers.com. 
Keith Young, 3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 
phone: 703-941-1071, email: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


Sue Carpenter 


fingerpicking & more for the mountain dulcimer 


HELIOTROPE BOUQUET CD $15-Cassette $10-Tune Book $12 
Elegant collection of instrumentals 


PATTERNS AND PATCHWORK Instructional Book $22 


More than a year’s worth of fingerpicking lessons 


DULCIMER STRAPS adjustable w/quick release buckle $12.50 
black, red, wine, blue, green, purple, brown, rainbow 


2160 Hideaway Lane 
Quinlan, TX 75474 12 
e-mail: scarpenter@onlineisp.net a 


S&H $2.50 
Add $1 each add'l item 
TX residents add 8.25% sales tax 


New Web Site! www .suecarpenter.net 


Variety, Innovation, Quality, & Value 
--+Since 1974 


FolkcrafU Legeno 


Appalachian Dulcimers Hammer Dulcimers 
12 Solid Wood Models 6 Models 


FolkRoots 


Appalachian Dulcimers 
9 Solid Wood Models 


ru i, Ph aS oe ety 


Psalteries, Harps, Instrument Kits, Hammer Dulcimer Stands, Books, 
Accessories, Recordings, Builders’ supplies, Bags/Cases, & more! 
E-mail:info@folkcraft.com Browse our web-site: www.folkcraft.com 
P.O. Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 Order Toll-Free: 800-433-3655 
Visit our Showroom: Corner High & Wheeler Sts., Winsted, Ct. 


Dealer inquiries invited. 


Dulcimer music online 


Download from our website today! 


iy oth tat 


music not 


® Special offers include many 
files that are FREE ! 


e A variety of arrangements 
for beginners through 
to advanced 


www.frettedmusic.com 


ps & BLUES Cp 


Vocal & instrumental 


arrangements of traditional 
& contemporary tunes featuring 
mountain & hammer dulcimer. 


Send $15 + $2 s/h ‘yf 
to Molly McCormack? 
4302 Kinloch Rd., 
Louisville, KY 40207 
502-896-4186 


www.mollymccormack.com 


e Pnishar 
© Glues 


e Pp, ickups 5§-Star janie pex 


For FREE CATALOG of tools, 
parts, supplies, books & videos 
for instrument building & repair: 

Call 800-848-2273 

Fax 740-593-7922 

Online: www.stewmac.com 


STEWART*MACDONALD’S 


= GUITAR SHOP SUPPLY 


Box 900DP ¢ Athens, Ohio 45701 * USA 
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The eating Dulcimer: 
- N Continuing Stor 


May 20, 2005 (to James Jones in Bedford, 
Virginia) 


My name is Gary Diamond and I live 
in Pensacola, Florida. As you may know, 
last year we suffered the wrath of hurri- 
cane Ivan. Many, many homes were 
destroyed and peoples’ personal belong- 
ings were scattered everywhere. Today, 
eight months after the storm, debris is 
still washing up on our shorelines. 

I work for a church in Gulf Breeze, 
Florida, and this week a choir member 
brought in an “object” which washed up 
in her backyard sometime after the hur- 
ricane. She said she thought it might be 
a musical instrument and ran several 
notices in the local newspaper’s Lost 
and Found section. She got no response 
and finally gave up trying to find the 


owner. She decided to bring it to choir good shape. Even the hammers and Custom #618 built in 1995. It has a 

practice thinking someone might know _ tuning wrenches were in the zippered curly maple frame, redwood sound- 

what it was. pouch.... board made black, and bubinga binding 
It turns out to be a hammered dul- Gary Diamond with maple bridges. Restoring an instru- 

cimer—still in it’s carrying case. I play May 21, 2005 (to Gary Diamond) ment exposed to the corrosive affects of 

guitar in a local Celtic band [Sweet salt water is tough...but we certainly 

Prospect] and we happen to use two What an amazing story! The owner can explore possibilities. 

hammered dulcimers, so I was able to is (or was) Jesse Walch in Tierra Verde, James Jones 

tell her about the instrument. She said Florida. The instrument is a 3/16/18/8, To be continued... 


she had no use for it and gave it to me. 
It’s probably not realistic to believe I 
can find its owner, but I want to try. 
According to the label inside, you’re 
the builder and I thought you might be 
able to help. The label is not intact, but 
under your name are the numbers— 


High Performance 
either 1018 or 618 followed by the 


letters “:Bedfo.” Unfortunately other M M D 

letters are missing. After the letters 

are the numbers “95.” = 
The tuning pegs and strings are rust- Sound & Playability 

ed and the soundboard is a bit warped 


(which I understand can be the kiss of 
death), but otherwise it’s in surprisingly 


Scott Odena rare 


__ Rhythm of the Wind -New Recording! 


& é7 
- 9 
i, 


ss Musical genres. | tracks includes ttletrack, AmazingGrace 
 *% OCarolan'sConcerto, Largo, LordoftheDance andmany more 
aa Aiso includes guitar, banjo andmandolin, Vocals on 2 tracks 
Companion book of tab available 

CD-$15 — Book-$i2 Set of Book &CD -$25 


Fiddlin’ With the Dulcimer 

Abook of 4 tradtional fiddetunes transcribed or dulcimer in DAD settings 

Tunes indudeBoatman, Rock the Cradle Joe, Train on the Island and many more 
Companion recordinghas Scott playing dulcimer & guitarwith a stereo featurethat allows 
thelistener to play alongwith ether instrument 

Set of book withcassette or CD-R- $15. CD-Ronly, for alimitedtime-$3.50 


Song For Grandpa 

Scott plays dulcimer, guite, banjo & mandolin, vocals on5 tracks 
Indudestitletrack, Scotland, Red Wing, Chicken Ree! andmany more! 
Companion book of tab available 

CD-$15 Cassette-$10 Book -$12 
Book & CD set -$25 Book & Cass. set -$20 


Online ordering available at worw.houdinimusicyideo com or senda 
check’money order, with$!.50 s&h per item (sets count as? items) to: 
Scott Odena, P.0, Box 22881, Little Rock, AR 72221-2881 


Larry Conger’s 
Mountain Dulcimer 


Tune of the Month” 


A monthly subscription based “Listen & Learn” CD 
designed to help the mountain dulcimer enthusiast learn 


new skills and techniques when no instructor is available. 


work at your own pace 
listen as many times as necessary 
add tunes to your repertoire each month 
learn from a former National Champion 
no minimum purchase — cancel at any time 
one CD and written tablature mailed each month 


For subscription info contact: 

Dulcimerican Music 

P.O. Box 131 

Paris, TN 38242-0131 

E-mail Dulcimerican @aol.com 

or visit — http://hometown.aol.com/TNDulcim: 


Scott & Lisa Odena showcasethe mountain dulcimer ina variety of stylesand 


: pence Edition® 


gee 
_ instrument with the 


Call or write for David's Dulcimers complete catalog: 


(580) 847-2822 
654 Acorn Lane ¢ Bennington, OK 74723 


? 7? < . ? 
See Our 2005 Summer Festival Schedule at: 
www. sweetsongstringband.com/davidsdulcimers.html 


Cardboard Dulcimer Kits 


White Cardboard Body 
Pre-cut Hourglass Shape 
Hardwood fretboard 
Easy to assemble 


Only 


$29.95 
per kit! 
Quantity discounts 
available 
Call for catalog 


800-432-5487 


Musicmaker’s Kits, Inc 
PO Box 2117 
Stillwater, MN 55082 


www.musikit.com 
Acoustic instruments you can build! 


Sam Rizzetta 


issue are a special treat. They are 

from the playing of Paul Van Ars- 

dale, who is one of the finest tra- 
ditional American hammer dulcimer 
players. Paul started playing in 1930, at 
the age of ten, under the guidance of his 
grandfather, Jesse Martin. Paul’s play- 
ing is rhythmic, danceable, and filled 
with ornamental triplets and variations. 

Recently, Paul sent me a copy of 

“Fern’s Waltz,” a song that he wrote for 
his wife. It also makes a good instru- 
mental. Paul plays “Fern’s Waltz” with a 
swing rhythm. To duplicate Paul’s 
rhythm, look for the eighth note pairs 
connected by a beam. In each of these 
pairs, the first eighth-note should be a 
little long and the second eighth note a 
little short in duration. Such swing pairs 
are sometimes thought of as a long 


| ur tunes from the archives in this 


Missigman Music 


MASTER WORKS 
Hammered Dulcimers 


McSPADDEN 
Mountain Dulcimers 


STONEY END 
Folk Harps 


Books, Hammers, Cases, Stands 


MC/Visa or check. 
FREE SHIPPING ON 
WEBSITE ORDERS 


INCLUDING INSTRUMENTS! 


(Free shipping applies to US orders only) 


MISSIGMAN-MUSIC.COM 


Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 
570-946-7841 
dulcimer@epix.net 


www. Missigman-Music.com 


The Music Archives 


eighth note and a short eighth note, or a 
quarter note and an eighth note, in the 
space of a triplet. This is easier to hear 
and play than it is to explain. If it seems 
too confusing, just play the song as 
shown without the swing. It will work 
okay; it just won’t sound exactly the way 
Paul plays it. 

The second originial Van Arsdale 
tune, “Dulcimer Reel,” is a dulcimer 
players’ classic. This catchy piece was a 
workshop and jam session favorite 
through the 1980s, and is too good to be 
forgotten. Paul plays it with many varia- 
tions and ornaments. I’ve written the 
melody as I remember playing it. 

Although Paul plays primarily tradi- 
tional dance music, I find it interesting 
that on occasion he writes some fine 
original tunes. This was true of many of 
the traditional musicians from whom I 
learned. All of those traditional tunes 
had to come from someone; making up 
new music is just another part of the 
tradition. 
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Paul’s classic 1983 recording, Dulcimer 
Heritage, is a treasure for all dulcimer 
players. It was released with a companion 
booklet by Folk-Legacy Records, Sharon, 
Connecticut. Paul has also made at least 
two tapes with Bill Robinson on which 
they trade traditional tunes. For informa- 
tion, write Bill Robinson, 36W395 River 
Grange Road, St. Charles, IL 60175, or 
Paul Van Arsdale, 1286 Doebler Drive, 
Tonawanda, NY 14120. 

There is a wonderful book of tran- 
scriptions of Paul’s playing, Tiines for the 
Hammered Dulcimer, As Played by Paul 
Van Arsdale, transcribed by Jean Lewis, 
1987; (Jean Lewis, Twin Lakes Road, 
South Salem, NY 10590). It includes 
about thirty-three traditional tunes and 
three originals just as Paul plays them. 

Last, but not least, there is a cover 
photo and a nice interview with Paul Van 
Arsdale by Linda Lowe Thompson in 
Dulcimer Players News, Vol. 19, No. 1, 
January-March 1993; pages 20-22. 3 


Continued on next page. 


JUST RELEASED 3/05 
JOELLEN LAPIDUS IN 
CONCERT MARCH 2004 


with 


Novi Novog on viola 
Omar Valle on drums 


AUTHOR OF 


LAPIDUS ON DULCIMER 


ORDER FROM: 


Www. LAPIDUSMUSIC.COM 


or write to: 


Joellen Lapidus, 1923 2 Westwood Blvd. #5 


Los Angeles, CA 90025 


modernmountaindulcimer.com 
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Master Works =“ Pidimas' 


Bennington, 
Oklahoma 


“anced Mail ltrs dee y Rael ook , Le faery Vase : 


Master Works and Wood ‘N Strings are now located together 
in beautiful Southeastern Oklahoma. Surf on over to 
www. MasterWorksOK.com, or come on over and play a tune! 
RV Hookups are available on-site. 


CLOSEOU! 


rennet ‘labl CLOSET 
ampers NOW avaliable 1/2 Price Dulcimer goodies! 
on Master Works Dulcimers Hundreds of Books, CDs, cassettes 


Check ‘em out! Check the website: 
www.MasterWorksOK.com 


PIONEER PACKAGE! 


AN 15-14 Laminated top | 
e with maple bridges 


Pi Sere a Sine” * 
os ee, Caster (Works 
Case, Stand and Tuner | 
NiO Russell Cook 


i anal 36613 US Hwy 70 
| This is the perfect package for | Bennington, OK 74723 


| a beginner dulcimer player 888-752-9243 
www.MasterWorksOK.com 


Nationally Renowned Performers including 
10 National Champions*: 

Jem Moore 

ks *Mark Tindle 
Timothy Seaman 

*Lloyd Wright 

Harmony 


The Wright Family 
Sue Carpenter 


*Mark Wade 
Sweetwater 
NS St I] V ‘a *Linda Brockinton 
*Dean and *Renee Lippincott 
'e- Debbie Porter 
“a Samantha Oberkfell 
 — 
Doofus 
Bennington, Oklahoma *tanes Dariels 
— 30, October 1 & 2, 2005 *Tina Gugeler 
Jeanne Page & The Next Chapter 
Gregg Schneeman 
*Russell Cook 
Keith Plaskonos 
Ramblin Ray Ricketts 
Lanny Joe Burnett 
*Ann Norris 


Campground 


Pickin’ Pam Bowman 
Quintin Stephens 

Sweet Song String Band 

Bill Thurman 

Grandpa’s Neighbors 


RV Hookups 
Children’s ee 
Activities 
For More Information Jammin’ 
888-752-9243 www.sawdustdulcimerfest.com 
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Dulcimer Reel 


Paul Van Arsdale © 2005 


Br MmrEe WINDY RIVER 
K 

ROSAMOND CAMPBELL S CARDBOARD 
PLAYING DULCIMER (| © DULCIMERS 


IN THE m Dark cherry cardboard sound box, 


i. 4314" wood fretboard, standard 
CHORD-MELODY STYLE ce ees ena cena 


A Mel Bay Publication x 6-1/2 & 13-1/2 frets included. 
¥4 | Ideal for schools and beginners. 
4 REPERTOIRE % Available with 3 or 4 strings, 
| AND x strung either lonian or Mixolydian. 
= is INSTRUCTION BOOK i $ 50.00 
m > Enlarge your musical landscape! m (Special prices for schools and 
KI + Combine drags, brushes, broken pinches, held notes, slides, steps, pulls, KX organizations) 
mm hammers, arpeggios and more to enrich the texture of your music. KX Muudébapied ianadle beldais, aisle sends 
> Special sections on Practice, Performance, Errors, Editing Music, Taste, nm and instrument stands. j 
Fingerings, Fudging (yes!) and more! ug Dealer i os 
inquiries welcomed 
ey > For all levels, emphasizing beautiful playing from the start! q 
x WINDY RIVER DULCIMER SHOP 
ie $24.95 + $2.50 S&H Still available — Prices include shipping: m P O BOX 493 
Rosamond Campbell The Victorian Dulcimer KI BOONEVILLE, MS 38829 
K 1037 Central Ave. Book $8.00 CD $10.00 ‘S. 662-728-5448 
 wimett e, I 60091-2609 The Parlour Dulcimer x forsmith@bellsouth.net 
" Email: RosamondCBell@aol.com ee OO: 9.410.00. ww. windyriver.org 
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Handcrafted Instruments 
by William Berg 


© Mountain Dulcimers 

© Hammered Dulcimers 
® Bowed Psalteries 

¢ Lap Harps * Kalimbas 
° Banjos * Mandolins 


..and much more! Plus a great selection 
Instructional Books and CD's and Tapes. 


58 W. Main Street © Nashville, IN 47448 
812-988-7077 or toll free 300-359-2173 


www.mountainmademusic.com 


"MUSIC OF THE ISLES" ‘ERD BD RELEASE 


with twenty tunes of tradi- 
tional music from Scotland, 
Ireland, Wales and England 
including Southwind, The 
Skye Boat Song, Ton-y-Botel, 
Blind Mary, Fanny Power, 
Forty Pound Float, Brighton 
Camp and more.. 


SPECIAL MUSIC FOR SPECIAL EVENTS» 
Russ and Ed are available for workshops, 
teaching, and performances. Contact Russ at 


735 S. Antler Drive, Mt. Zion, Illinois 62549 
(217) 520-9460/Email: russhowe57@hotmail.com 


Dulcimer Players News - “Russ 
plays dulcimer in an engaging & 
expressive finger picking style” 
Available online through Paypal 
$15.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling 


a 


Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


From a musician's hand 


Fine Instruments from 
Dulcimettes to Baritones 
since 1970 


CAPOS: 

Walnut or Cherry, $16 

Ebony or Rosewood w/ 

Pearl Snowflake, $21 
Aluminum Capos back in stock! 


Gold or black finish, $26 


All Prices Postpaid 


Send SASE for brochure 
+e 1 


224 E. Maynard, Columbus, OH 43202 
614-263-7246 www.ronewingdulcimers.com 


Visit our website for a 
Dealer near you... 
www.rthum.com 


636-376-THUM 
(8 4586) 


P First, © linda Thomas 
Blue Lion sos ore 


CD set 
Handcrafted dulcimers and guitars of exceptional quality played by fine ; [ ; — 
musicians including: Janita Baker, Rob Brereton, Rosamond Campbell, a. ; First Lessons 
Mike Casey, Carrie Crompton, Karen Detjen, Sarah Elizabeth, Robert Force, & ' Hammered 
Lance Frodsham, Neal Hellman, Wade Hampton Miller, Karen Mueller, , est Dulcimer 


Mark Nelson, Cathy Barton-Para, Jean Ritchie, $7.95 
Sally Rogers, Wayne Seymour, and Betty Smith. ‘ 
: This book/CD set is designed to instruct beginning players 


on the hammered dulcimer. The melodies in this collection 

include a variety of hymns, holiday music and fiddle tunes 

Authorized builders of the written in standard notation. Lyrics and suggested chords 

sss a Le : for accompanying instruments are also included. The 

-d'Ossché Six Str ing and the accompanying CD offers two tracks for each selection: a 

Jean Ritchie Traditional Dulcimer. performance track with rhythm guitar, and an instructional 
j track with phrase-by-phrase demonstration. 


Mail/Phone Orders To: Linda Thomas 
6409 E. 110th St. ¢ Kansas City, MO 64134 
(816) 763-5040 


e-mail: lindadan@primary.net 


Blue Lion Other recordings available: 


: Qua P i A . zs Merry Christmas - traditional Christmas songs - Star of 
10650 Little | : ~ : Bethlehem, Silent Night, Away In A Manger... 


Santa Margarita, CA 934 Lien , \ vi Among Old Friends - fiddie tunes and waltzes - Red Wing, 
: LE ein i f ™~ “* ? . Ashokan Farewell, Kentucky Waltz, Clarinet Polka... 

805.438.5569 j BR Re ae \ : . The Gathering Place - titles include: In the Garden 

www.bluelioninstruments.com ~~ Fi Beyond the Sunset, How Great Thou Art, The Ash Grove.. 


as - oF yt fe ; ” An Old English Christmas - + 3th-16th century carols in 
Please visit us online to view rie te yack pans as. ” standard sa on with CD. ” 


of instruments, accessories, Pgerote sate : nz : 
(Cassettes $10 * CD $15 - plus $3 for shipping and handling) 


; Bill Schilling and 
Dream Castle by Guy George is a collection Sig Linda Sigismondi 
of newly arranged classics and originals on i 
hammered dulcimer, including "Pachebel's 
Canon in D". "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring", 
"Fanny Poer", and more. Guy George adds 
that special touch with his inspiring sax 
work, pennywhistle and unique musicianship 
on the steel drums on several songs on the 
CDs below that are available online with q és “ut 
FREE SHIPPING within Continental U.S. oon Di are > 
Call Guy at 440-639-0383 oy. As Time Goes By eg { Songs from Canal Days CD $15 
to purchase CDs, bookingi gun n+ 2 sy 8 kept Books with Melodies, Chords, & Lyrics 
information, workshop & | gp Re ‘ me Linda’s Feature DAD Tab 
performance schedule, or] .\) sa). | pars Songs from Canal Days 
visit his website at we | ‘Se ae Celtic Ballads and Song (& CD) 
www.GuyGeorge.com an sien | lus ees | ee, Appalachian Ballads and Songs (& CD) 
Email: hdggeorge@aol.co 00s SCHED Christmas Songs (& CD) 
Old Time and Fiddle Tunes (& CD) 
(Books $12, CDs $12) 

Bill’s Include DAA or Autoharp Tab 
Dulci-More Public Domain Songbooks 
General (DAA) $30 plus s/h $5 * 
Autoharp $30 plus s/h $5 * 

Vols. 1-6 & Christmas (DAA) $7.50 
s/h $2 (except *) 1st item, $.50 each add'l 

Linda Sigismondi Bill Schilling 
474 Kathy St. 984 Homewood Ave. 
Gallipolis, OH 45631 Salem, OH 44460 
740-446-9244 330-332-4420 
Isigis@zoomnet.net bill@billschilling.org 
isigis. homestead.com billschilling.org 
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Maureen Sellers ‘a 
presents 


* 
MY TEACHING BOOK % 
VOLUME ONE- $12.00 


MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME TWO- $12.00 


CD FoR VOL. 1 $12.00 
(The books | teach from at the 
universities. ) 


“*New! Simply Duets! $20.00** 
Simply Gospel One- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Two- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Three- $12.00 
Simply Remembered- $12.00 


Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 
Fretboard Companion- $5.00 Chord Chart- $2.00 


Send $2.50 each for shipping & handling plus $1.50 for each 
additional item. IN residents add 6% sales tax. 
Maureen Sellers, LLC 
4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 
E-Mail- MaureenSel@AOL.com 
For workshops/performances(812)945-9094 
www.maureensellers.com 
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Heidi Muller 


“One of the dulcimer community's best song- 

writers and performers” — Dulcimer Players News 

Gypsy Wind, Giving Back, Cassiopeia, Matters of the Heart CDs, $15. 

Please add shipping of $3 for orders up to $20; $4 for $25-$35; 
and $5 for $40-$60. For more information, CD sound clips, 
and booking please see Heidi's website or contact: 
Heidi Muller, PO Box 1064 
Charleston, WV 25324 


www.heidimuller.com 


Mountain Dulcimer Songbooks 


So Sang the River, Songs of Bill Staines, 

Vol. 1-$25 18 songs, 36 tab arrangements to sing and 
play, with companion CD featuring River, Roseville Fair, All 
God's Critters Got a Place in the Choir, and many more. 


Go Gang the 


KOU veer 
ets 


New! Spirit Song, Songs of Bill Staines, 
Vol. Il - $25 -18 songs, 36 tab arrangements 
, for both singing and instrumental playing, 
with companion CD. Includes Child of Mine, 
Music to Me, Crossing the Water, and other 
favorites. 


Dance with Orion — $15 

12 original songs and tunes for mountain dulcimer by 
Heidi Muller. Includes Cassiopeia, My Old Cat, Winter's 

, and Methow Suite. 

Dance with Orion Companion CD - $10 

2 $5 with Orion book purchase. Solo dulcimer 

* versions of all songs in book including new recordings 
of Blue Mt. Lake Waltz, Jackalope Jig and March of the 
Nutcracking Crows. 


Mt. Dulcimer Books 
Getting Started 
Why Not Play in DAA 
Dynamic Dulcimer 
Tunes 


$17.95 Including Sh 


Hammer Dulcimer 
Books 


Square One..... 17.95 


Hammer Hands...$17. 95 
Come Dance & 


Sing....$22.95 
Prices Include s/h 


Coll me at 
281-370-9495 
or visit my welr page: 
www.peggycarter.com 
and order booky or 
un-bound collections. 


Playing. the 


Hammer Dulcimer! 
VHS Video $16.95 


Featuring Jénnijar & anger 


Of Kattywompus String Band 


Check Out O reat Gift Line: 


®@ Dulcimer Watches & Wall Clocks 
@ Ornately Engraved Dulcimer Hammers 
@ Dulcimer Dusters - Notecards 


And much more * call or email for catalog! 


TOLL FREE: (877) 365-5744 
kattywompus@earthlink.net 
412 S. Myrtle Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 


www.kattywompus.bigstep.com 


What’s 
New 


by Neal Walters 


Carolan: Traditional Harp Tunes for the 
Mountain Dulcimer and Understanding 
the Harmonious Dulcimer ¢ Linda 
Brockinton, 3343 Wise Road, Alexander, AR 
72002, lindabrockinton@hotmail.com (Books). 
Traditional Harp Tunes for the Moun- 
tain Dulcimer contains an article on the 
life of Turlough O’Carolan plus melody 
and harmony arrangements for thirteen 
of his most famous compositions. These 
tunes are somewhat challenging and are 
designed for the intermediate to 
advanced player. Harmonious Dulcimer 
is designed for beginning to novice play- 
ers and focuses on Linda’s approach to 
playing chords using a series of chord 
shapes. This book contains strummed 
and fingerpicked versions of tunes such 
as Cotton Eyed Joe, I know Where I’m 
Goin’, Old Joe Clark and In The Pines. 


In the Stillness ¢ Linda Brockinton, Kay 
Martin and Brenda Ramsey, 3343 Wise Road, 
Alexander, AR 72002, lindabrockinton@ 
hotmail.com (CD) 

With Kay Martin and Brenda 
Ramsey, Linda has also just released a 
new CD of dulcimer, harp and flute 
music designed for healing, renewal and 
relaxation. Linda plays both mountain 
dulcimer and flute; Kay (a Certified 
Music Practitioner) plays harp and 
Brenda (a Registered Charge Nurse at 
the Arkansas Cancer Research Center) 
plays flute. Tunes include Siciliana, Be 
Thou My Vision, Rosin the Beau and 
What a Day That Will Be. 


1-3-5: A Rainbow Collection ¢ Merv 
Rowley, Daa4me@aol.com, mountain 
dulcimer-1-3-5.com (Book) 

Merv’s book demonstrates the 
diverse music that can by played using 
the 1-3-5 tuning and discusses its useful- 
ness and limitations. Merv has focused 
on the music of the Tin Pan Alley era 
with romantic waltzes, ragtime and blues 
tunes, classics, operetta solos, and folk 
tunes such as Ah! Sweet Mystery of Life, 
April Showers, Bells of St. Mary’s and 
Bill Bailey. 


Ke Kukima Polinahe —Polynesian and 
Hawaiian Music for Appalachian 
Dulcimer * Mark Nelson, Acme Arts, PO Box 
967, Jacksonville, OR 97530, Mark-o .com 
(Book) 

Mark has a particular fondness for 
music of the Islands. His recordings 
have demonstrated that slack key guitar 
concepts can be applied to the 
Appalachian dulcimer, and this is the 
book to prove it. Sound files to accom- 
pany the arrangements in the book are 
available on Mark’s website. Tunes 
include Pua Sadinia, Kahuli Aku, 
Wehiwhi ‘Oe, and Akaka Falls. 


Is This for Real? * The Todd Jammers, c/o 
Tammy Sawyer, sawyertammy@usa.net (CD). 
The Todd Jammers gather each week 
at the Todd General Store in Todd, 
North Carolina for a jam session. Some 
of the players decided to produce a CD 
representing the best of the jam and 
this recording resulted. Tammy Sawyer 
plays dulcimer with Cecil Gurganus and 
Helen White on fiddles; Sam Gobble 
and Troy McGuire (co-founders of the 
jam) playing “everything”; Steve and 
Penny Kilby on guitars; and Mark Rose 
on bass. Tammy’s dulcimer is far from 
“out front” on the recording but it’s a 
treat to listen to these old-time tunes 
played with skill and enthusiasm. 


JoEllen Lapidus on Dulcimer and 
Guitar ¢ JoEllen Lapidus, Shimmering Music, 
310-474-1123, lapidusmusic.com (CD). 
JoEllen is one of the pioneers of con- 
temporary dulcimer playing and is also a 
talented songwriter and influential dul- 
cimer maker known for her innovative 
shapes and exquisite sound hole and 
peg head inlay work. (She made Joni 
Mitchell’s dulcimer.) She is also the 
author of Lapidus on Dulcimer, a pio- 
neering dulcimer instruction work. Her 
new CD is a live concert recording and 
features her dulcimer and guitar playing 
on a selection of traditional and contem- 
porary tunes, including several of her 
own compositions. She is accompanied 
by Novi Novog on Viola and Omar 
Valléé on percussion. Tunes include 
Fall in Love, Shady Grove, Dead Lady, 
What Do You Know of Me?, Two Miles, 
and Children of Darkness. 
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How to Find a Rainbow « Adie Grey, Hey 
Baby Music, Inc., PO Box 150081, Nashville, 
TN 37215, heybabymusic.com (CD) 

Adie Grey is a Nashville-based 
singer-songwriter who also plays dul- 
cimer. Her first album placed in the top 
25 on the Americana charts and Grand- 
pa’s Advice—the title cut of that 
recording—was featured on NPR’s Car 
Talk. Her new album is full of good 
songs and she is backed up by a group 
of friends and studio musicians on gui- 
tars, mandolin, bass, drums, percussion, 
harmonica, banjo, and saxophone. Her 
music ranges from blues to country to 
pop and to lots of places in between. 
For the most part, her dulcimer is lost 
in the overall ensemble sound, but it’s 
nice to know that a mainstream 
Nashville recording artist is using the 
instrument to make such good music. 
Songs include Like a Couple of Kids in 
Love, Old Man’s Darlin’, Mr. Arm- 
strong Was Right, and The Ballad of 
Black Charlie. : 


Katie LaRaye Waldren 


www.katiewaldren.com 


LONG-DISTANCE-LEARNING 


Your chance to work with a master teacher 
in your home no matter where you live. 


LoNG-DISTANCE-LEARNING, with renowned player and teacher 
Steve Schneider, is designed to facilitate your musical growth through 
* personally tailored hammered dulcimer lessons. You work in your 
~home, at your convenience, and you choose the goals for each lesson. 


Lessons are conducted through an exchange of audio or video 


> improve. You will receive constructive and valuable feedback, 
Bet new ideas, and be given personalized exercises and 


es, and can target any areas of your music that you want to 


For more details, contact Steve Schneider at 
" 1-888-DULCIMER or LDL@steveschneider.com, 
or visit his website at www.steveschneider.com. 


LEARN HOW TO 
PRACTICE MORE EFFECTIVELY 


GAIN GREATER ra DEVELOP 


SPEED AND ACCURACY *° 


New Secure Web Site - Order On-line 
www.susantrump.com 


Susan’s CDs 


b. So a with my dear 
Live at Caffe Lena 


afriend, Bob Mize, dulcimer 
maker and tour guide 
Here we 
some lovely 
hills 
Virginia” 


extraordinaire! 
are adding 
dulcimer music to the 
of western 
Susan's Tablature 
mewn Book: : 

What the Hill 

People Say 


a , 
A Classical : Seer Seong For Festival 
Pe i 


Collection kings & vse 
Book: $10 

All CDs:$15 5 

Add $2 S/H & 


YOUR MUSICALITY 


Jim Curley’s 
Mountain Music Shoppe 


12710 Shawnee Mission Parkway 
Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
(913) 962-9711 


www. cwuneeer? dal com 


Dealerships: 
McSpadden* 
Rick Thum* 
SongBird* 
MasterWorks* 
Stelling* 
Deering* 
Nechville* 
Garrison* 
Tacoma* 
Bart Reiter* 
Goldtone* 
Wildwood* 
Mike Ramsey* 
Vega* 
Santa Cruz* 
Bourgeois* Mid-Missouri* 
Summit* National* 
Weber* Martin* 
and many more! 


Old Time, Bluegrass & Vintage Instruments, 
Accessories, CDs, Cassettes, Books, 
Miscellaneous, Gift Certificates & Lay-A-Ways 
Lessons * Repairs 
Buy ° Sell * Trade * Consign 


Private Performances * Solos or Groups 


Supplies for 
Dulcimer Makers 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument 
making supplies. All wood is carefully 
dried and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides 
and fingerboards are sanded to exact 
tolerances and matched. You'll also find 
quality accessories, strings, hardware, 
and quick delivery. 

Call or visit our secure website for our 

complete supply list 


Dulcimer, Hammer Dulcimer, 
Bowed Psaltery and Harp 


FolkcrarU 
[es@umenG 
Toll-Free 800-433-3655 
http:/ /www.folkcraft.com 
info@folkcraft.com 
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Festivals 

August Dulcimer Daze 

Autumn Accoustics ............+00+ 13 
Colorado Dulcimer Festival 

Deep Fork Dulcimer Festival 
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Sweetwater’s 25th Anniversary Party . . . .6 
Stringalong Weekend ..............-. 
Upper Potomac Fall Festival 
Walnut Valley Festival 
Instruments 
Backyard Music 
Black Mountain Instruments ......... 19 
Blue Lion Musical Instruments ......- 43 
Coog Instruments 
David’ é Ditleimers :.i25s:-:055:0i0s esi oe 
DUSty SURE ks. so eisic inverse eis Inside back 
Folkcraft Instruments .......... 4, 36, 46 
Gila Mountain Dulcimers ............28 
Harp Doctor Autoharp Sales ......... 35 
Harps on Main 
Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
John Kovac 
Keith Young ............36, Back cover 
Mike Huddleson 

Stringed Instruments ............. 16 
Modern Mountain Dulcimer . . .35, 37, 39 
Music Maker’s Kits 
Rick Thum Dulcimers .............-- 42 
Ron Ewing Dulcimers ............--- 42 
Songbird Dulcimers ..............--- 17 
WU MARTINI: raat aymiareigrare: nore aie ieceiore ae 
Windy River Dulcimers 
WO0d N Stings oi. ssccisisis.cecrereieres Insert 
Services 
Music for Healing 

& Transition 
Shops 
Dulcimer Shoppe, Inc) 6 i......0% ease 8 


Inside back 


Elderly Instruments .................35 
Folk Notes 
Maggie’s Music 
Mountain Made Music 
Mountain Music Shoppe 
Misic Folk Ine. 6cic:sicsieissncsnwweeincts 17 
Prussia Valley Dulcimers 
Silver Chords Dulcimers 

& Gift Shop 
Sintple Sounds: 2 .o;sis;0:5 as scores ow diersae « 26 
Stewart MacDonald’s Guitar 

SHOP SUNPUES 6 icsis:ssiewie ai. is siete 36 
Sweet Sounds Dulcimer House ...... .34 
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"Cardboard" 
Dulcimers and Kits 


Since 1980, Backyard Music has sold 
over 20,000 of these sturdy, 
inexpensive full-sized lap dulcimers- 
just right for schools, beginners, and 
camping trips. 


Three strings, solid wood fretboard, 
geared tuners, painted corrugated 
soundbox. Playing manual, extra 
strings, pick, noter, and 4 mil poly bag 
included. Hearing is believing, so we 
offer a 30-day money-back guarantee. 


one = 12+ 
Prefretted Simplicity Kit $48 $32 
Simplicity Dulcimer $62 $48 


For shipping, add $5.00 plus $1.50 per 
dulcimer. Fourth string and extra fret 
available at extra cost. Call for details. 


Backyard Music PO Box 9047 
New Haven, CT 06532-0047 or call 
203-281-4515, 7 AM to 10 PM. 


"Remarkably good sound" 
Mother Earth News 


Dulcimers, 
DuJos and DulciJos 


Hammered Dulcimers, Banjos, 
Mandolins, Fiddles, Guitars, 
Bowed Psalteries, Lap Harps, 
CDs, Accessories, & more... 


Silver Chords 
Qyulcimer & Gift Shop 
105 1/2 Fox Street, Jonesborough, TN 37659 
423-788-2863 


Open Mon.-Sat. 10-5 


www.silverchordsdulcimers.com 


Unclassified ads are 45¢ per word, 
payable in advance. There is a 15% 
discount for pre-paid (4 issues) 
unclassified ads running unchanged in 
4 or more consecutive issues. 


Banjo-Mer Website: www 
-banjomer.com. See the many 
Banjo-Mcrs and the new items! 


Cimbaloms. Large chromatic ham- 
mered dulcimer with pedals. New 
and reconditioned. Various prices. 
Alex Udvary, 2115 W. Warner, 
Chicago, IL 60618. cimbalom-master 
com. 


Expressive hammered dulcimer: An 
instructional method by Carrie 
Crompton. Technical exercises and 
repertoire in a graded series of Jes- 
sons for beginners. Covers melodic 
playing in eight keys and four time 
signatures, and beginning back-up 
techniques that sound really good. 
130 pages. $25 postpaid to: Carrie 
Crompton, 1] Center Street, 
Andover CT 06232, carriecrompton 
com. barolk@ sbeglobal.net. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwood Music. 
We have over 600 new acoustic 
instruments in stock—including fine 
displays of mountain and hammered 
dulcimers. Wildwood Music, His- 
toric Roscoe Village, Coshocton, 
OH 43812, 740-622-4224, wildwood 
music.com. 

Dulcimer T-Shirts available from Gila 
Mountain Dulcimers at gilamountain 
dulcimers.com. 


Modern Mountain Dulcimer would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of the wonderful sponsors, 
volunteers, instructors, and atten- 
dees, that made the MMD Family 
Gathering the success that it was! 
The Gathering served as a reminder 
that the best things in life are not 
things. Eli, Aaron, Erin, Ezra, and 
Amber, there is no way to express 
how proud we are of you! As always 
we want to invite you to visit our 
weh site modernmountaindulcimer 
com to learn more about our high 
performance mountain dulcimers or 
call 870-251-3665 to place a order, 
ask a question, or arrange a visit to 
the place where they are created, 
Batesville. AR. Stay in tune! 


Erin Rogers, 2004 National MD 


Unclassifieds 


Champion, may be reached for 
information on performances, work- 
shops, or private instruction at 420 
E. 13th St., Concordia, KS 66901, by 
phone at 785-243-2944, or by visiting 
scenicroots.com. The congratulations 
photo of Erin and her Modern 
Mountain Dulcimer “Happy” is 
courtesy of Amber Rogers and was 
taken shortly after Winfield. 
~ENJOY LIFE~ 


For Sale: Like-new aircraft case for 
hammered dulcimer. $400. Call 
Laura, 828-683-9919. 


At Folk Notes, we select our dulcimers 
with the best sound and workman- 
ship in mind. Black Rose, Butch 
Sides, Folkcraft. Folkroots, Jeff 
Gaynor, McSpadden, TK O'Brien, 
and our own mountain dulcimers. 
McSpadden Dulci-Banjos and the 
Folk Notes BanjMo, hybrid instru- 
ments with a banjo sound. Rick 
Thum. Songbird, and TK O'Brien 
hammered dulcimers, folk harps, 
banjos, autoharps, Irish and Indian 
flutes, tinwhistles, bodhran, ethnic 
percussion, books, and accessories. 
Dulcimer and autoharp lessons, 
Mon-Friday. some Saturdays. 
877-273-4999. toll free for informa- 
tion or appointments. Folk Notes, 
2329 Curdes Ave, Fort Wayne, IN 
46805, folknetes.com 


Hammered Dulcimer Book & CD, DVD. 
For beginning to intermediate ham- 
mered dulcimer players. Twenty-five 
tunes and arrangements. Also, book 
w/CD, DVD for mountain dulcimer. 
Mel Bay Publications by Madeline 
MacNeil. Book & CD: $20.00; 
DVD, $15. Shipping: $3.00 first 
item, $.50 for each add. item. PO. 
Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604, 
540-678-1305. Visa, Mastercard, 
American Express. Order online: 
madelinemacneil.com. 


Since 1950, Sing Out! The Folk Song 
Magazine has covered the world of 
traditional and contemporary folk 
music. Each quarterly 20()-page 
issue includes articles, news. reviews, 
festival listings, and instrumental 
“Teach-Ins” plus lead sheets for 
twenty songs. Subscribing Member- 
ship starts at $25/yr. Basic Member- 
ship (includes CD each quarter with 
all the songs in each issue) starts at 
$50/yr. Info: Sing Out!, Box 5253-D, 
Bethlehem, PA 18015-0253, 

info@ singout.org. singout.org. 


Autoharp Quarterly, the international 
magazine dedicated to the autoharp 
enthusiast. Subscriptions: US-$20, 


Canada-$22, Europe-$24, 
Asia/South Pacific-$26. US currency, 
please. Stonchill Productions, PO 
Box 336, New Manchester. WV 
26056-0336. ahquarterly@ 
home.com, fmp.com/aq 


Acoustic music Instruction with Seth 
Austen. Private lessons or group 
workshops in scenic New Hampshire 
location. Acoustic guitar, fretted 
dulcimer, mandolin, bouzouki, fid- 
dle, banjo, percussion, recording 
techniques. Styles include Celtic, 
Appalachian, bottleneck, blues, 
kiezmer, international and more. 
For information visit seth 
austen.com, emai! seth@ seth 
austen.com or cal] 603-539-8301. 


Sampler Records LID. We sell 
antique and new hammered 
dulcimers; McSpadden mountain 
dulcimers; recordings of hammered 
dulcimer, mt. dulcimer, fiddle, harp, 
Shaker, Celtic, hymns, children’s 
music and more. Check our sales 
specials and Mitzie Collins’ concert 
and mountain and hammered dul- 
cimer workshop schedule in Western 
New York State on our website, 
samplerfolkmusic.com. Sampler 
Records Ltd, PO Box 19270, 
Rochester NY 14619, 

§85-328-5856. E-mail: 

samplerrec@ aol.com. 


American Lutherie, the world’s 
foremost magazine of string instru- 
ment making and repair information 
published by the Guild of American 
Luthiers. See our web page for 
photo previews of back issues and 
images of our many instrument 
plans: luth.org. Or contact GAL, 
8222 S Park Avenue, Tacoma, WA 
98408. 253-472-7853. 


Dulcimer Players News Recent back 
issues $6 each. Dulcimer Players 
News, P.O. Box 2164, Winchester, 
VA 22604. 540-678-1305. E-mail: 
dpn@-dpnews.com. Visa, Master- 
card, American Express. Order sub- 
scriptions online: dpnews.com. 


Kitchen Musician Books: Tune collec- 
tions for hammered dulcimer. A 
source of common and uncommon 
tunes (some 550 in all), as standard 
notation, basic settings with guitar 
chords; information on the tunes of 
historical/musica} interest. Includes 
Waltzes, Carolan, Irish, Scottish, 
Colonial, Jigs, Old-Timey fiddle, 18 
tune cllection books plus two learn- 
ers’ books. 


Summer 2005 = 48 


For catalog or information: Sara 
Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley Lane, 
Cincinnati OH 45215, 513-761-7585. 
E-mail: kitchiegal@aol.com or 
check website for information on 
books and recordings, dulcimers, 
musical and historical links, 
dowloadable music, etc: http:// 
members.aol.com-kitchiegal/ 


Guy George Music Company — Now 
selling online - Rick Thum dulcimers, 
Chieftain Penny whistles, Steel 
Drums and Fluke Ukuleles. 
guygeorge.com. 

Are you a hammered or mountain 
dulcimer builder, teacher, festival 
or workshop organizer? Dulcimer 
Players News would like to send you 
recent back issues to give to your 
customers, students, event partici- 
pants at no cost to you. Contact 
DPN at 540-678-1305, 

dpn@ dpnews.com. 


Personalized Music Straps. Have 
your name or favorite saying 
embroidered onto a music strap. 
Nylon straps - blue, black, red, green 
or purple. First five letters are 
included in price of $10 plus $2 
shipping & handling. Additional 
letters, $1 per letter. Checks & 
money orders accepted. Barry’s 
Custom Embroidery/DPN, 6304 
Riverview Drive, Kalamazoo, MI 
49004, 269-345-4456, kaylabarry3@ 
netscape.net, 


Rizzetta Extended Range Hammer 
Dulcimer, powerful bell-like tone, red- 
wood top, curly ash (blond) frame, 
mosaic inlay, newest “tuned-braces” 
design, built-in pickup, case, recent 
demo. $3400. Rizzetta Music, PO Box 
530, Inwood, WV 25428, 304-229-3166. 
scrizzetta@earthlink.net. 


The Jam Factory. The “road kill” 
dulcimer is real! In 2003 while we 
were moving, the dulcimer fell out 
of our pickup and was run over by 
the 7,000 Ib. trailer we were pulting. 
This Phoebe was built, but not 
strung, so we finished over the tire 
track. strung it, and it was alright! 
Recently, it fell off a six foot high 
shelf and made a big dent in the 
floor; otherwise, no damage. It was 
still in tune! The Songbird Phoebe: 
Legendary Durability! Come see it 
at THE JAM FACTORY, Northeast 
Missouri's dulcimer headquarters, 
207 N. Main, Hannibal, MO 63401, 
573-221-2520, songbirdhd.com. 
Celtic/Old Time jam every Monday 
night. Y’all come! 
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The popular 
Adjustable Music Holder 


manufactured by 
String Fever Music 


The most versatile hammered dulcimer music hdder on the market! 


Choose paddle or 
clamp base. 


Adjusts to any angle! 


Plexiglass is 17” wide and is’ 
available in clear or 
smoke tint. 


Send Check or M.O. for $45 + $5 shipping to: 


String Fever Music 
1028 Ha Ha Tonka Road 
Camdenton, MO 65020 
573-346-4642 infoastringfevermusic.com 


MAKERS OF 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK HARPS 


with a solid reputation 
built on quality and service 


* Ten models of dulcimers, 
from two to four octaves 
* Five chromatic models, 

including the Piano Dulcimer 
* Seven models of lever harps 
* Stands, dampers, cases, 

hammers, books, 
and videos 


Contact us for 
free color brochure 


(206) 634-1656 Dusty Strings Co. 
Fax (206) 634-0234 3450 16th Ave. W. 
www.dustystrings.com Seattle, WA 98119 


Walkin’ Around Lucky 
Robert & Janita Baker 


with 
Madeline MacNeil, 
Karen Mueller, 
Howie Bursen, 
Kelly Powers and 
Jean Sutton 


‘Traditional, country, blues and original songs 
featuring guitar and dulcimer with banjo, autoharp, 
accordian, fiddle and vocals 


available from: 


Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Ln. 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


CD $16.50, includes shipping 
CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 


Become a Music Practitioner 


The Music for Healing & Transition Program, Inc. (MHTP) offers 
a lively and transforming course-of-study for musicians, music 
students and vocalists at sites throughout the US and in 
Canada, leading to certification as a Music Practitioner. 


Celebrating Our 10th Anniversary 
with over 350 graduates providing 
therapeutic music in hospices, hospitals, 
nursing homes and other healthcare 
facilities! 

For a comprehensive brochure and a current 
schedule, please contact: 

MHTP, 22 West End Road, Hillsdale, NY 12529 
518-325-5546 / email: mhtp @ben.net 

Please see our web site for: 


Graduate listings in the US and Canada, 
information on our 2004 Conference Sessions 
Cds and the MHTP Video 


www.mhtp.org 


wi The Music for Healing & Transition Program 


Cradle Yo, 
pulcimer 


Y Mountain 
ln The Best 


Designed and Made 
by Dulcimer Players 
for Dulcimer Players 


THISTLEDEW ACRES 


Lee and Doug Felt 
P.O. Box 134 
Marengo, OH 43334 
419-864-1736 


leefelt@bright.net 


Send for free brochure! 


Nylon Cordura® Bags for One or Two Dulcimers 
www.dulcimerbaglady.com 


Jeff, an award-winning dulcimgg player, presents solo performances and also 
selections with his band, “Welt$trung Wood." These recordings are traditional 
American and Celtic songs and@/music performed on mountain dulcimer, 


4 
old-time banjo, fiddle, guitaty and cello. 
am 


iby 
NEW RELEASE! Prettiest Girl in the County 
19 energetic and expressive tracks 
performed by Jeff and his band, 
Well Strung Wood. Songs Include: 
Prettiest Girl in the County 
Ye Banks and Braes/Gentle Maiden 
Crockett’s Honeymoon « Skye Boat Song 
Sarah Armstrong « Shuckin’ the Brush 
Annie Laurie « Sweet Bunch of Daisies 
Young Jane « Jenny Lind Polka 
Dutch Girl/Sandy Boys 


Jory’s Ladder 


18 pleasing and creative 
selections including: 
Before I Met You 

Sal's Got Mud Between Her Toes 

Believe Me, If All Those Endearing Young Charms 
Ned of the Hill « Waltzing on Top of the World 
Rose of Sharon Waltz 

Camp Meeting on the Fourth of July 

Jeff City « Come By the Hills 


To order, send $15 + $2 s/h to: 


Jeff Furman « 120 Conner Dr., Chapel Hill, NC 27514 


email: dicmr@yahoo.com « web: cdbaby.com/furman 


Dulcimer Players News 


Q 
= 
wm 
= 
oc 
wm 
a a 
a 


U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Winchester, VA 
Permit No. 107 


If your mailing label is dated 8/1/2005, that means your subscription ends with 


this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming without interruption, send us your renewal before 


October 1, 2005. Labels dated 11/1/2005 mean you have one issue after this one. Renewing early is just fine! 


PO Box 2164 © Winchester, VA 22604 
Address Service Requested 


Mail to: 
August 2005-October 2005 Issue 
Subscription copies mailed in July. 


Subscribers: 


STEP UP FROM THE ORDINARY 


Choice Appalachian Hardwoods 


Beautiful Design and 
Craftsmanship 


Clear Mellow Tone 


Shell Decoration 
Available 


Easy to Play 
Low Action 
Customize 


free brochure 
Catalog on web: www.AppalachianDulcimers.com 


Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale. VA 22003 Phone: 703-941-1071 
e-mail: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


